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to be blind. 


R A Sir Jobn, how do the 
Country Gentlemen in your 
| | Neighbourhood reliſn the 
Exciſe· Scbeme? It has bit- 


Bree: of Traders at London, and left ſuch 
ig at the Tail of it, as I conceive will 
B b. Wealily be pluck'd out. 

RT ardbolder. Truly Sir, that Project takes a 
| 4 lite different Turn with us Country Gentlemen. 
aeed when the Scheme was firſt repreſented 
us, and delineated in all the horrid Colours 
at a frighted Imagination could ſuggeſt, and 
Wop 1:do!: vomited out her er Squibs of Terror among 
ve began to ſtand aghaſt, and in ſome Degree 
i with the common Cry. We have ſince 
oeer'd ourfelves; we diſclaim our Conduct; 
think ourſelves impos'd upon, find we have 
" Farded che proper Means of our own Relief, 
have been acting ſubſervient to the Intereſts 
| ome few Men, no Well-wiſhers to us, nor 
= common Intereſt of the Nation in general. 
| Nu How! Can you, Sir Jobs, entertain 
Wavourable Opinion of ſo. W as a Scheme? 
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x] made to ſee, who are not reſoly'd 


terly enrag' d all Ranks and 
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calculated to enſlave the Trading Part of the 
Nation, and deſtructive of the Liberties of the 
whole Kingdom? Landed Men ſhould always 
have the Intereſt of Trade at Heart; becauſe 


as Trade flouriſhes their Eſtates advance. The 


great Hardſhips and Inconveniencies of Exciſes 
to the Trading Part of the Nation are ſo glaring 
and unqueſtionable, that I am not a little ſur- 
priz'd to hear a Gentleman of your diſtinguiſh'd | 
Abilities, Impartiality, and diſintereſted Views Rt 
utter a ſingle Sentence in Vindication of ſuch F® 
a Project. | 9 
Landb. That there is a mutual Dependence 
and Connection of Intereſts betwixt Trade and 
Land muſt be allow'd, and that the one cannot 
advance or decline, but the other muſt be pro- 
portionably affected. However, the Conſequence 
that has been drawn from thence, is partial, 
unfair, and ungenerous. Muſt Landed Men be 
conſider'd only conſequentially and ſubordinate ß 
to the Traders? Muſt there be no publick Act“ 


which primarily and originally regards the Eaſe 
of the Freeholders ? If our great Fund is Land, 


EY 


as Mr. Lock infinuates, muſt it have no Weight 
and Influence in the Determinations of a Senate? 
Sure our Conduct does not merit ſuch Beha- i 
viour and Treatment. Tis true our Intereſts 
cannot be diametrically oppoſite to thoſe of the 
mercantile World in general, but yet they are 3 l 
diſt inct and ſeparate. Nay, the Seeds of oũr 
Deſtruction have been imported by many Tra- 
ders; out of their great Affection for us I ſu- 
poſe. Merchants ich 


I am apt to think, Sir, few of them extend 
their Views of Profit and Loſs beyond their 
| = , on 
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own Counting-Houſes. Muſt Chance then 
he Wand Accident determine our Fate, while whole 
he pecies of Merchants, falſly fo call'd (for that 
ys MAppellation is due only to the honeſt uſeful 
iſe Importers and Exporters) are licentiouſly revel- 
he ling in unlawful Gains? With what Contempt 
ee and Indignation have I ſeen ſome ſmugling In- 
ects ſwell upon this Occaſion into Creatures 
If Importance, and publickly vaunt themſelves 
e Fountains of Rickes, and Barriers of Liberty, 
nile they have been making uſe of all the 
ittle tricking Arts in their Power to dry up 
the one, and pull down the other? ED 
l I have been ſhock*d, Sir, to hear the well- 
meaning F#reebolder told. with an inſolent Air, 
In a publick Coffee-Houſe, that he did not un- 
erſtand his own Intereſt, when he has declar'd 
pat he has ſeverely felt the Effects of a four- 
Milling Land. Tax, and ſhould heartily rejoice 
i ſee the whole remov'd. 3 17 2 
The beſt Conviction that Traders can give us 
that they have any Regard for our Intereſt is, 
dy chearfully ſubmitting to ſome little Incon- 
eniencies to unſaddle us; which, by that very 
Scheme you are pleas'd to decry, was purpos'd 
o be done by diverting elandeſtine and diſho- 
vourable Gains into more proper Channels. 
nconveniencies, Sir, attend all Methods of col- 
„ gmagnified and exaggerated, ought in right Rea- 


ſon and good Policy to have any Weight in 
E. A 2 Com- 
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Compariſon with the national Advantages that i 
would ariſe. from eaſing. the  Landbolders, who 2 4 
have ſo long bore the heavy Burthen, and paid 
upwards of threeſcore Millions for the Preſer. 2 
vation of the general Liberties. I confeſs in- 
nuouſly to you, Sir, I am convinc'd by Rea. | 1 
n and Demonſtration, that there never was a 
Scheme offer'd to a Britiſh Senate, that had 
more apparent and inconteſtable Advantage 2 
attending it, and fewer Inconveniencies when 
put in Competition therewith. 9 
Mer. For ſuch an Aſſertion to come from you, 
Sir John, who have been ſo many Tears en- 1 
1 


gag*d in Trade yourſelf, is ſomething extraor. |? 
dinary. I doubt not but you found your Judg- *: 
ment upon a rational and' ſevere Examination. 
To go thro' with a Subject of ſo extenſive : 
Nature at 2 may be diſagreeable to u 
both. To Morrow in the Evening, if you an 
diſengag' d, it will be a peculiar Pleaſure to mt 
to reaſon the Point with you; for I begin ti 
be diſſident of my own Opinion, when à Gen 
Heman of your cool Wa Thinking, exemp 
from every Tincture of P Prejudice or n 
differs from me. 

Laudb. The Deſign having occaſion'd much ] 3 
Scribbling and Clamor, I was excited, from = 
meer Curioſity, to examine into the Merits of 0 
it, As I have no Turn to ſerve by it, I am 
not tenacious, of adhering to the Reſult of my 
own Enquiry: I am ever ſuſceptible of Con- 
viction, Sir, always leaving my Uadertnding 
free, open, and unbiaſs'd for the Reception of 
all Species of Truths. I ſhall be glad to ſee 


you to Morrow, and then we will deliberately | 4 
and with god Humour diſſect this Zxci/- ll 
Monſt e. The A» % 
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that The Subje& being reſum'd at the appointed 
ho rime, Sir Job thus opened: jt t. 
8. 7.9:4b. The Platform and Groundwork of 
ie Exciſe-Scheme was laid 2 theſe, two Prin- 
Ti ples 3 the Eaſe of the Landed - Intereſt at home, 
ind the diſtreſs'd Britiſe Planters abroad: Boch: 
"ZSbich were ſchem'd to be effectuated without 
e laying of any new Tax, by the Converſion 
iy of the two ſimple Duties upon Wine and 
bacco, from a Cuſtombouſe to an Exciſe.- May 
cCollection .. „ ry 

*XÞ You'll pleaſe to remark, Sir, that no new 
puty was ever intended; the Commodities were 
y to have the fame Duty continued upon 
em. So that the Money to eaſe the Land 
the Planters was to be wiſely and juſtly 
aon out of the Coffers of ſuch Traders, who 


„ 


mmerce, oppreſs the aggriev d Planters, and 
et the Tax for ever upon the Landbolders. 
"FT In Diſputes of this Kind, Sir, if we would 
age honeſtly, the Eaſe and Intereſt of any 
uch Particular Set of Men, is not to be conſulted 
rom reerly and ſimply without Regard to the whole 
lass of the People. The general Ggod of the 
ommunity is the only true Touchſtone. where- 
vo can make a juſt Judgment of the Project. 
be more national Emoluments accompany any 
Meiign of. this Sort, the more deep Wiſdom and 


—Schewiſts diſplay. Fho' one or two particular 
tely Points may be the Baſis of the Scheme, yer if 


ciſe- various other deſirable Ends are the inſeparable 


The Con- 
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Policy, as well as Honour and Honeſty do the 
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Concomitants thereof, with Reaſon may they 
be urg'd in Support of it. 1 = 
Nor "ſhould we too precipitately, as many Wl 
are wont, conclude we ſee ſome lurking Mif- 
chief a hatching under every new and ſpecious 
Project, merely from 'the. Conſideration of fome 
viſible Advantage to the Propoſed, excluſive of 
any to the Propoſers. Not that I will be ſo 
| Tanguine as to ſay the latter had no Intereſt 8 
in the Succeſs: of it, ſince. I have great Reaſon 
to think, it would have fix'd them ſo firm 
in the Hearts and Affections of the former, and 
ſo ſtrongly attach'd them to their Cauſe, as 
would have quite blaſted the bloſſoming Hopes 
of ſome ſnarling Anti- Projectors; and put: the 
finiſhing Stroke to all their chimerical Caſtle- = 
Building; and thus the Life of one Scheme 
would have been the Death of another. _ 
It is in the political, as it is in the. natural! 

Body. The Court, which may be properly - 
ſteem'd the Stomach of the Nation, employs 
itſelf differently, according to the different Cir- 5 
cumſtances and Temperament of the Body. It 
is not always well-digeſted, concocted Food will 
preſerve the Maſs of Blood pure and untainted. 
Recourſe muſt be had ſometimes to ſtrong con- 
vulſive Purges to revive and exhilarate its dying 
Flame. It would ill perform its Miniſtration, Wl 
ſhould it always conſult its own preſent Eaſe 
and Benefit, and refuſe to ſubmic to ſome few 
Gripings and Uneaſineſſes, Which will at length 3 
terminate in its on private Good, as well as the 
Happineſs of the whole Body in general. The 
Miniſtry, it may be preſum*d, ſaw the Cloud 
of Oppoſition gathering; but it was never ima- 
gin'd it would have dittus'd itſelf ſo 1 
* and 


I 
an d envelop'd the Senſes of any but the incon- 
' ob. , | 
Al . the Land, the Price of all the com- 
ous on Neceffaries and Conveniencies of Life be- 
me me cheaper; Beef, Mutton, Bread, Butter, 
of Far, and Wool, &c. would all in Time feel 
lo e good Effects of it. While a Land-Tax is 
reſt Intinued, the Rents of the Tenants will be kept 
: when taken off, Landlords may afford to 
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ce their Tenants, and they of courſe will eaſe 
Me Poor in the Price of the Production of their 
ands. The Poor, when they can live cheaper, 
in work cheaper; and our Manufactures will 
—Wnſequently be exported cheaper. *Tis a ge- 
ral Complaint among all the Exporters of our 
coolen Manufacture, that we are underſold at 
oſt of the foreign Markets of Europe in this 
ra! ple Commodity of our own Country. 

e. lt has been in a great Meaſure owing to the 
ys Pearneſs of our Woslen Manufacture, that both 
ir- folland and France have thought it worth their 

It are to ſet up Looms of their own, to our great, 
vill e not irreparable Petriment; and France has 
o far ſucceeded, that ſhe ſeems to have no 
arther Occaſion for our Cloths at all. 
And Holland has found out this Secret of 
rade, to buy up our raw Cloths, and dye and 
ap them ſo much cheaper than we, that they 
re able to underſel us in Goods of our own 
th 8 roduce. | | 
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Nor is it impoſſible that Spain herſelf may, 
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he in ſome Time, ſet up a Woolen Manufacture 
of her own; fo that if we are cut out of this 
a- Trade from Holland, France and Spain, in all 

Probability, they, inſtead of England, may, in 
Time, ſupply Denmark, Norway, Sweden, 
| w_ 8 Ruſſia, 
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ing of foreign Commodities, by ſubmitting to 


that thoſe who would caſe the Land have a Deſt 


Ruſſia, and Germany, &c. with what they want. 
It therefore highly behoves a wiſe Government 
to think of Ways and Means to ſink the do. 
meſtick Expence of our home-bred Commodities, 
There is no other Way of effecting this but by 
eaſing the Land, the Source of our native Pro. 
ductions; for ſince that Tax has been laid, all 
the common Neceſſaries of Life, and the Ingre. 8 
dients which go to the Compoſition of our Ma. 
nufactures, have been rais'd almoſt one Fifth in 


their Value, and the Price of Labour has en 


creas'd in Proportion. Our Manufactures there. 
fore muſt inevitably be almoſt one Fifth dearer 
taan before we had any ſuch Tax. = 

That a little Trouble to Traders in the Vend. 8 
a more ſevere Inſpection of Officers, to comp: 
all to pay their juſt Duty, is deſtructive of / 
Trade, I apprehend to be a mere Farce. Th: ñ⁶⁵ 
true Cauſe of the Decay of Trade, is the Clogs | 
upon its firſt Springs: Let us work up our 
Manufactures cheaper, by the firſt Hands, than 
other Countries, and we ſhall never want Mer. 
chants and other intermediate Traders to export 
them, who will never have Occaſion to repine 
at the Minuteneſs of their Profit. Let us cleanſe 
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the Fountain-Head, and the whole Current will 3 


foon purify itſelf ; but *till that be done, we 9 | 
may in -vain complain of Diſorders in the ex- 
panded Channels. There is no Way, Sir, to 
eaſe our own Manufaures, but by eaſing the 
Land, the original Spring of them. Thus do 
Traders, while they are for perpetuating the 
Land. Tax, unavoidably injure their own Trade, 
and the beſt Part of it too, and then cry out 
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2 | F 
am Whoever, knows any thing of Trade cannot 
dem e ignorant how highly beneficial our Plantarian- 
do. ade is to this Rand. Their Froduce procures 
ties 4 14 the Balance | with thoſe Cauntries, which 
rnerwife would receive the Balance of us; con- 
auently if our Plantations Decay, the general 
I Alance of Trade would -annually go againſt 
and thus would the Nation be daily drain'd 
lead of being enrich'd, as it is at pre- 
„it. The Planters have complain'd to Parlia- 
. for Redreſs; they think themſelves ag- 
ieer'd; their mortgag'd Eſtates is an indiſ- 
table Conviction that their Complaints are not 
oundleſs. Should we be deaf to their Plaints, 
know not what Temptations they may have 
"28. forſake our Britiſb Plantations, and to take up 
iir Reſidence in the French; and chen we riſque 
Le bacco-Trade as we have already done our 
cr. We can't have too vigilant an Eye on 


ce, who has made ſuch great Encroachments 
Mꝛee our . firſt Settlements there, and watches 
Opportunity to diveſt us of our Properties 
chat Part of the World. The Exciſe - Scheme 
its Conſequences therefore was moſt wiſęly and 
* OY: contriv'd for the general Benefit of 
r T7724. Tis true, it was not calculated for 
e particular Intereſt of the Tahacco- Factors or 
7 :c-Coopers, but, as all Parliamentary Schemes 
ould be, for the publick Good. | 

aer. Were theſe the real Motives to this 
eme, your Arguments might be plauſible 
ougg, 8 Weight ſufficient to eſta- 
in che Debgn, as I ſhall ſhaw hereafter, if 
ere be Occalio for it; but it is to be fear'd 
t this Project was ſet on Foot to augment the 
ver of the Crown, by multiplying Exci/e- 
Y B _ Officers, 
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haraſs and annoy Traders, and by that Means 
in Time to enſlave the whole Nation. For it 


to Slavery, and therefore we ſhould always diſ FP i 


fterial Quackery to irritate the Multitude again 


then it. A wife and judicious Miniſtry will 


(10 


Officers, who Have an unbounded Liberty "i 


is in the Power of theſe Men to tamper with J. 
ters, ſo as to obſtruct the Freedom of Elections . 
and thereby to 2 that Authority and law. 
ful Reſpect for Parliaments, indiſpenſably ne. 3 
ceſſary to be preſerv'd for the Safeguard of ou: - 

Liberties. The Benefit of Trade, like the Be. 
nefit of the Land, is a delicious Bait to allure u 


truſt the Views of Miniſters of State. One Ex. 
ciſe is introductory to another; and if once 2 
general Exciſe prevails, farewell Liberty, and 9 tl 
every Incentive to Traffick. Mn 

Landb. Tis true, Sir, the Benefit of Trade FE E 
may ſometimes be made a Miniſterial Decoy-Duck "8 
to delude Traders into their Schemes; and 6 1 
may groundleſs Clamours of the Ruin of Trade 
be a more uſeful Piece of factious and antimini. 9 


the nobleſt Deſigns. What Reaſon there can be t 
doubt whether 1 general Advantage of Trade 
was not an eſſential, though not the only Motive i 6. 
to this Scheme, is what I cannot conceive. 
Though Trade, Sir, was only ſecondarily, 0 
dentally, and collaterally- conſidered, and the 
grand Deſign was the Eaſe of the landed Intereſt, 
I hope it would be no Objection. ' In Times of 
War, the Land: muſt bear the expenſive Burthen 8 
in Protection of Trade: The leaſt therefore that 1 
can be done, in Times of Peace, is to diſbur- ; 


labour to ſhift the Taxes, ſo as equitably to pro- 4 3 
portion 'em amongſt all Claſſes of the Commu- 2 
nity, 'that each might, at ſeaſonable Conjunc- bl 

BELTS * * © tures, 
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4 es, when the beſt able, give reciprocal Eaſe 
che other. To the everlaſting Honour of the 
eſent Adminiſtration, the Land-Tax has been 
Naced lower than ever ſince firſt impos' d; and. 
itill hope that the ſame Miniſtry, who have 
Mee ſuch great Things for us, will, in time, ab- 
tely caſe us, though the Popularity of the 
gn will adminiſter perpetual Fuel to male- 
ent Fire. rr 1 
chink I may with equal Reaſon inſiſt, that 
i. Ir Argument about the Augmentation of 
1 ver to the Crown, from an Encreaſe of Of— 
ers, is a meer Pretence. For what Power to 
Crown can about two or three Exciſemen 
Ja County add, which is the Extent of the 
ereaſe propos'd? To anſwer this great En- 
"aſc, there would have been a counterpart Di- 
aution; at leaſt equal, if not ſuperior to the 
eended Augmentation. Had the Scheme ſuc- 
nin. ed, ſome of the Cuſtom-Houſe Officers would 
courſe have been diſcharged, or metamor- 
ed into Exciſe-ones; and the Crown been 
rade ip'd of all the Receivers of the Land-Jur 
tire er the Kingdom: Men of Fortune, Repute, 
ive, d great Influence in their reſpective Counties 
nci· d Borongbs; which united Powers would have 
the nſiderably turn'd the Scale in Prejudice to the 
ref, _ 5 
s of And to ſuppoſe Men of their Rank and Cha- 
hen ter ſhould receive Inſtructions to be particu- 
i croubleſome to ſuch Traders, who may not 
Wisdom in the Conduct of a Court, ſmells - 
s much of Romance to be credited. For * 


idle Afﬀertion, imagine Men, who are not. 
mc-cculiarly exempt from ſuch Vices as tend to the 
as B 2 Diſcovery 


ſioners to tamper with any voting Trader what. 


with the Clergy and others, upon certain Occaſions: 
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Diſcovery of Secrets, ſhould be entruſted wit i 
any. ſuch Inſtructions? As they are daily turnd 


" 


of 

99 

D & 

: w 
4 
= 
5 
n 


out of their Offices for the leaſt Trifle, and there. 
by become enraged with the Government; 
ſhould we not have heard of ſome Stories d 
this Sort? Throughout this warm Diſpute, the; 
active and ingenious Malecontents have not been 
able to produce one ſingle Inſtance of this Na. 
ture. With the utmoſt Confidence therefore, ma 
any one affirm that there is not the leaſt Pro. 
bability, that any Exciſeman ever received In. 
ſtructions, directly or indirectly, from the Commi/3Þ q 


rhe 
RS, 


ſoever. No Man, I think, but an Enthuſiaſt can |. 
imagine that Officers out of meer Wantonnes, 


a 


45 


Minds. This Fate indeed they ſhare, in common 


But give me leave to ſay, Sir, this Way of i 
Talking only ſerves to give Men of Senſe an ill 
Opinion of the Cauſe. To convince them, you 


ſhould, ſhew ſomething in Nature, that prompts 
theſe Men to be leſs human than others; or the 9 
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Preſumption will be they are not ſo. They are 
all equally reproached in their Duty, though for- 
tuitouſly derived from the general Body of the 

People, and become deſtin'd to their different 


a 
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ith rofeſſions by the ſame. Providence that thoſe 

J len are, who thus exclaim againſt them. How 
could fall out that they at all times are more 
generate than the reſt of Mankind, will be ad- 
Ys Pitted by none but ſuch who are credulous enough 


** 


» the, believe, that Man is form'd from ſenſeleſs A- 
been ms, by the continued Operations of blind 
Na. ance and Fortune. 
maß 
Pro. e Crown from a few Exciſemen being ſcatter'd 
In. er the Nation, and the Havock they have been 
miſs mpouſly deſcrib'd to make, ſome giddy- head- 
vhat- and ſuperficial Creatures imagine that the 
t can ealers in Tobacco and Wine are a very conſider- 
le Body of the Kingdom; when, if a Calcu- 
oon was made, it is very much to be queſtion- 
whether they are above one five thouſandth 
r Mart thereof: And it is equally to be doubted 
ether one Third of that Number have Votes; 
if they have, whether one half of them are 
viſited by Officers already. To ſuppoſe, 
refore, that the intended Augmentation 
huld affect the Liberties of the whole Na-. 
je on, when ſo /mall a Part only could poſſibly: -- 
ve been concerned, is what can never enter in- 
the Thoughts of a clear-headed Man; eſpe-- 
: ally when the Crown, in conſequence, thereof, 
ould have been oblig'd to have given up a 
eeater Power for a leſs, as was before remark'd. 
However, left Exgiimen ſhould be jealous of 
Peir Liberties upon this Account, or that ſome 
perious and arrogant Fellows among them (as 
not impoſſible) ſhould preſume to have the 
Faſt Degree of Power or Influence over Traders 
the Choice of their Repreſentatives, the Laws 
f the Land have made full Proviſion for pre- 
= 1 . venting 


ny the great Degree of Power, ſaid to ariſe to 
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CP 1 
venting any ſuch Attempts. For in the Ac 
Anno 5 & 6 Guliel. & Mariæ, it is ſaid, That 
« if any Exciſeman ſhall by Word, Meſſage, 
« or Writing, or any other Manner wharſo. 
« ever, endeavour to perſuade any Elector to 
e give, or diſſuade any Elector from giving his 
& Vote for the Choice of any Perſon to be a 
& Repreſentative in Parliament, ſhall forfeit the 
«© Sum of one hundred Pounds, one Moiety to 
« the Poor of the Pariſh where ſuch Offences 
4 ſhall be committed, to be recovered by any | 
«« Perſon that ſhall ſue for the fame in the 
« Courts of Common Law. And every Of. 
e ficer, convict on any ſuch Suit of the ſaid 
«© Offence, ſhall thereby become diſabled and 
« incapable of ever bearing or executing any 1 Y 
« Office or Place of Truſt whatſoever under 
« their Majeſties, their Heirs or Succeſſors.” 
Beſides, Sir, has not this very Parliament a: 
preſent exiſting, that has been ſo licentiouſly ' 
charg*d with Corruption, made the ſtrongeſt Act 
that ever was made to prevent Corruption at 
Elections from all Quarters, as well againft the 
Crown as for it? An Act that has met with the 
higheſt Encomium from thoſe very Geullemen, 
who have treated the Parliament that made it 
with unparallel'd Scurrility! A certain Writer, 
I remember, ſays, To the immortal Honour 
% of a Britiſh Parliament, an Act is now paſſed, | 
« which, it is to be hoped, will prove fully ef- 
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% ficacious to this pros End [the Prevention of 


« Corruption at Elections.] The Penalties, at 
e Jeaſt;-are ſo ſevere, and the Proviſion ſo'wilely 7 
% made, as well as clearly expreſs'd, that! 
« think it impoſſible for all the Inventions of 
«<>crafry. and ill-deſigning Men, totally, to elude 
<< them. Can 
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Y ( as ) 
Act can any Man then, with the leaſt Glimmering 
hat Reaſon, ſurmiſe that Exciſe-Oſficers can have 
Se, y Influence at Elections, when nothing is more 
10- ape than that they are never of Conſidera- 
o n enough to ſway any one? But if they were, 
his 5 Ar d. ſhould attempt to influence any Vater, it is 
ea tze Power of any Man to proſecute and ruin 
the m,; che Offence, being to be try'd before a 
to ry. 
ces Favour of a poor Exciſeman. 
9. = 
aid t would over-run the Nation, was that to 
nd e Place. If the People do not make Head 
any 

23% n g + ©» . 
der , *twill be impoſſible to ſtop their Career 
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x Tandb. You'll pleaſe to remember, Sir, that 
fy = 

Act 
the e'd it appears that a Land-TJax, which af- 
the eis all the common Neceſſaries of Life of 
en, r own Production, is an actual general Ex- 
e It e, in the ſtrict Senſe of the Words. What 
ter, meant by a general Exciſe is a new Tax 
our on all ſuch common Conveniencies of Life, 
ed, che Poor and laborious Part of the Nation 
ef- riot ſubſiſt without. A particular Exciſe 
of hon foreign Super fluities and Luxuries, without 
at leaſt Addition of any new Tax, with a View 
ſely take off a general Exciſe from the common 
t 1 Talern is ſo far from having a Tendency 
of what the Judicious underſtand. by a. general 
ude ciſe, that, on the contrary, no Step could. 


Poſſi- 


awental Motive to this Attempt; the 
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e of the Land. From what I before ob- 
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or Freebold to ſupply the publick Exigencis 


| Exciſe we contend for; and nothing further 


( 16 1 
poſlibly be taken more effectually to free u 
from a general Exciſe: Nor is it in the Pow/e 
of any Miniſtry to indicate their Deteſtacion il 
and Abhorrence of any ſuch Project more tha 
by bravely and reſolutely encountering ſuch u. 
headſtrong Oppoſition, that a Tax upon Lai 1 4 
might not be eterniz d. J 
It may be urg'd with much more Reaſon, 
that the. laying of one Shilling in the Poun! 
upon Land has a Tendency to the laying o 
of twenty. Nay, Sir, as you are a Di/ſenter 8 
I may as well fay that granting you any ſmall 
Privilege to deviate from the Church of England 


2 


and to worſhip in your '-own Way, has a Ten. 


X - * 


dency to the total Peſtruction of the Eſtabliſupd 
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See 
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Religion of the State; than which Nothing 


more ridiculous. In ſhort, Sir, I might witi 
equal Reaſon inſiſt that a Man muſt neither ea 
or drink, -becauſe it has a Tendency to Glut 
tony or Drunkenneſs; or that a Man muſt no: 
be ſo prudent as yearly to lay by a ſingle Penn, 
becauſe it has a Tendency to Avarice. .In i 


4s 


Nation like ours, where the Crown has no Farm 
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of the State, ſome Sort of Taxes are as «- 
ſentially neceſſary ro the Preſervation of the 
Body politick, as Eating and Drinking to the 
Support of the natural Body: And ſuch 2 
Converſion only of the Duties paid already, to 
be collected under the Mode of an Exciſe, in 
ſuch a Manner that the Smuggler can't eſcape 
Paying, and thereby raiſing a Sum ſufficient to 
diſburthen the Land, and to redreſs the Grievan- 2 
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ces our - Plantations labour under, is the only i 
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tee ur be infallible Way, Sir, for England to en- 
Powe eaſe in Riches and Power, is to embrace - 
tacicn ery Opportunity to render our native Ma- 
2 than] 8 0 : 1 

ich 1d foreign Superfluities dearer to the Con- 
Lani oer; that the Price, as well as Quality, 
our Commodities may tempt other Nations 
eaſon conſume em. Was not this Maxim moſt 
un! adily adher'd to, our own Inhabitants would be 
ſuming the Produce of other Nations, whilſt 


Wactures cheaper both, abroad and at home, 


wy | 
1 
— 
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enter 8 vere unable to export our own. Thus 
ſmall Puld every one, who conſum'd any Thing of 
rant, Wreign Production, give away ſo much of the 
Ten. hes of the Nation. To prevent this, no- 
lid e can be more conducive than an Excise 
ng en all foreign Superfluities ; becauſe it muſt 


Wher eaſe our own native Produce from the 
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nny, conſum'd in their ſtead. Every Thing of 
in!? for eign Growth conſum'd here, without paying 
XR Duty, is an Advantage to the Proprietors of 
Lands of thoſe Countries, and a Detriment 
our own Land-Ouners, when a Tax upon them 
= purpos'd to be taken off, only by a juſt Col- 
ion of the Duty upon foreign Commodities. 
ho then, that is a true Friend to his Country, 

oppoſe ſuch a brave Deſign? A Deſign 
which future Ages will have its Oppoſers 
ape =» Deriſion, and its Advocates in the higheſt 

amiration 


The 
* L 4 
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15 to AY 8 — FR. #22 A je ; 3 
an. F oreign Nations are ſo very active and vigilant, 


1 at nothing of our Production ſhall eſcape pay- 
28 the Duty they impoſe thereupon, that, were 
not to be ſteer'd by the ſame political Rud- 


der, 


-_- e a — — - 
— . -— — hs * — 
* 7 3 — 20% F< = — 
— — = " == we 
222 1 > [2 4 — - wm» * * * 2 3 „ — 


Is : T7 rr. 


— 
- "W 


_ — 
2 
N 


* 


2 * 


— — rn 
„ 


—— 

— — — 
p< — — — n 
— — 2 92 


. 2% * 
EEE ˙ gr yr or oe rrp rp er nw pP oy Aà.“) woe nyo on er ge 
4 EE. CE ann — Serre 3 : N 
— 2 A _ — 2 . Y 2 


— 8 
—— W I — 
em . 
+ * 7 . IR "* 4 Ry — 


ws . 
- — 
— — 
— * — - 


of foreign Growth and Manufacture. 9 


( 18 ) "XR 
der, our Engliſh Merchants would acquire more 3 4 
y importing of foreign Commodities, which 
would be cheaper, into our Country, than they 
would by exporting our own Commodities into 
other Countries, where the higher Duties would 


render the Conſumption ſmall, and the Mer. 


chant's Profit leſs. Thus would Traders, inſtead 
of being an Advantage to the Nation, drain all 
the Wealth out of it, diſcourage our People 
from Working, by leaving their Manufacture 
on their Hands, and render them idle, poor, 
and effeminate by an Inundation of foreign Su- 
perfluities. This, Sir, I only remark, en paſſant, 
to ſhew that an Exciſe upon all foreign Luxuries 
muſt be of manifeſt and undoubted Advantage 
to the Nation; not that I would inſinuate any 
ſuch Thing was ever intended by the Miniſir , 
to be put in Execution; but this is to remove 


: . . . 0 8 Kg 1 
your Prejudice againſt Exciſes upon Superfluities 
+3 


Mer. The great Inconveniencies of Exciſe- i ; 
Officers, by ranſacking Traders Shops and Ware. 
houſes, at all Times, and at all Hours in the 
Night; the extraordinary Trouble of ſending i 
for Permits; the expoſing a Man's Stock to 
thoſe Inquiſitors when they pleaſe, are very great 
Hardſhips upon Traders, and what they cannot 
bear the Thoughts of ſubmitting to. A Trader, i 
under theſe Reſtraints, cannot be ſaid to enjoy 


that Liberty every Engliſhman by his Birth is 

entitled to. 25 9 
Tanudb. In the Senſe that the Word Liberty Þ 
in this Controverſy has been uſed, every La 
whatſoever againſt Felons or Houſe-breakers is 
a Reſtraint upon Liberty. The late Scheme, 
Sir, was deſign'd, tis true, as a lawful Reſtraint 
"2 | wn o 


"= ( 19 ) 
Þ pon Smuggling, Cheating and Perjury ; not upon 
oneſty and upright Trading. By the Scheme, Ex- 
nen would have had the Power of entring Shops, 
WF rchouſes, and Cellars no otherwiſe than as the 
Eyomers and Servants of theſe Traders hourly 
Fave. They would have had no Power to 
pter them but in the Day-Time, when they 
e open to every HOyy z not to enter any pri- 
te Room, or Houſe, or other Place, not en- 
tures r'd as a publick Shop or Warebouſe of Dealers 
$$ thoſe Commodities, not even a private Room 
iche ſame Houſe wherein a publick Shop is 
ept, unleſs they obtain'd a ſpecial Warrant 
or that Purpoſe from ſome Juſtice or Juſtices 
t the Peace, and then, if by Night, but in the 
reſence of a Conſtable. 
in this Caſe, the Juſtices of the Peace have a 
iccretionary Power of judging what Circum- 
lances are a ſufficient Ground for Suſpicion, 
hat any of their Neighbours have conceal'd 
ciſe $ 3 N ontraband Goods, or uſed any Arts to defraud 
the Publick. They have likewjſe the Power 
of disbelieving what an Exciſeman ſhall ſwear 
in order to obtain ſuch Warrant, and may re- 
fuſe ſuch Warrant in any Caſe whatſoever at 
their own Pleaſure. So that theſe Men could 
give no more Uneaſineſs to Traders, upon 
any private Pique, or perſonal Reſentment, 
8 than any other Man may do to his Neigh- 
= bour by a Warrant to ſearch for ſtolen 


8 


"IF Goods. The ſtrong and clear Teſtimony that 


* 


wy Officers muſt give of the Truth of their Sug- 
geſtions, to obtain ſuch Warrants, would always 
is $$ deter em from applying for them, but when 
= Goods really were conceal'd, which had not paid 
che lawful Duty : And 1 a Caſe, no Man, 

| 2 | 1 
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for that Purpoſe would be near their Ware. 


veniencies, becauſe, as it kecps others upon an 
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I preſume, will ſay, Houſes ought not to be 
8 : I 
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Hence it appears that Officers, as ſuch, would 


4» 


have had no Power wharſoever to enter any pri-. 
vate Houſe, Room, or any other Place beſides com. 
mon Shops, &c. previouſly regiſter'd as ſuch, and % 
theſe in the Day-Time only. The Power of en- 
tering private Houſes is veſted in the Juſtices of the 
Peace, who always have exercis'd the ſame 
Power of granting Warrants to ſearch Houſes, 
on innumerable other Accounts, before this Bill 
was propos'd. This Clamour therefore of entring 
Houſes in the Night is meer Bugbear or Spright, 
wherewith to terrify the weak and credulous. 

What additional Trouble Merchants would 
receive is a Myſtery to me; for they would 
land their Goods as, they now do, at the Cuſtom- 
houſe ; and, as they vend by the Groſs only, 
the Trouble of procuring Permits would be 
very inconfiderable: They coſt nothing; Offices 


r 
« 
* 
a. 


hou ſes. | 24 

As to the intermediate Dealers, I am at an 
equal Loſs to conceive their Grievances in this il 
Refpect. There is no more Trouble and Em- 
baraſſment in an Officer's viſiting the Shops of | 
Retailers (almoſt all of whom ſell various other 
Commodities already exciſed) than there is 
in having two or three more Cuſtomers extra- 
ordinary: And I never heard Traders complain 
of any Fatigue in that, or being oblig'd to 
keep more Servants upon that Account. As 
Profit attends Cuſtomers, ſo it does the In- 
ſpection of Officers. Fair Dealers would be 


made an ample Recompenſe for their Incon- 


Equali- 1 


m__ tux 5 
> be vality with them, they muſt inevitably en- 

SE 1c cheir Trade. A Deſign to prevent Smug- 
„, Hawkers, and Robbers of the national 
venue, when I was in Trade, was accounted 


en. chis Time of Day, I know not what to think 
the Trading World. 
(ame er. That an Exciſe would help the fair 


uſes, aer, is ſo ſtale an Argument at London that 


i Body regards it. Tis a meer Jeſt, a Court 
g etence only; and if you conſider that all 
cbants and Traders in Tobacco and Wine 
gnimouſly oppos'd the Scheme, you will not 
ould rk your Argument of any Weight, or that 

n would be fo weak as to oppoſe their own 


5 „ 


N andh. Truly, Sir, this is an Argument that 
be ct of all ſurpriſes me. There is nothing 
Aces ire undeniable in Nature than this; that if 
are- 8 Smuggler pays no Duty, he will underſel 
fair Dealer who does; and ſo much the 
t an re where the Duties are high, as on Wine 
this Tobacco. How much ſoever the Smuggler 
Em- s, by having it cheaper, ſo much the fair 
s of Wer loſes the Vending of. This is ſo obvious 
ther Wd ſelf-evident, that the late univerſal Oppoſition, 
is mention, in no ways deſtroys the Conclu- 
Wncſs of my Argument; but the natural and 
lain RE Inference is, That all are Smugglers, and 
| to "rc areno fair Traders, or, That fair Traders 
As all bewitch'd and infatuated. To illuſtrate 
In- , let us imagine, inſtead of converting theſe 
ties to an Exciſe-Way of Collection, it had 
con- een propos'd to double the Cuſtomhouſe Du- 
an Es: no fair Trader in his Senſes could have 
ali- pre- 
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( 22) 
prefer*d the latter, becauſe the Profit of Smug- il 
gling would then have been fo extraordinary, 
and would have enabled the Smuggler fo greatly i 
to underſel the fair Trader, that it would be 
impoſſible for him to ſubſiſt. So that you your: 
ſelf, by urging this popular Oppoſition, prove 
no more by it than a univerſal Depravity and, 
Corruption among the whole Body of Mer. ö 
chants and 7. raders, and, in effect, that they ar: 
nothing better than a Band of Smugglers ori 
Madmen. ms 
Mer. Pardon me, Sir, The Merchants are a 
Body. of Men worthy the higheſt Regard of 
the Government, the Fountains of all the Weaith 
in the Nation, and are, for the Generality, Men 
of the greateſt Honour and Reputation. I re- 
member the Time, Sir John, when you would 
not have beſtow'd ſuch Epithets on Merchants, 4 
as Smugglers and public Robbers. Your old 3 
Friend Mr. Addiſon treated them in a differen 
Manner, beſtow'd great Eulogiums upon them, 1 4 
as well in private Converſation as in his Pub- 1 
lick Compoſitions. = 
Landb. Your Warmth, Sir, has betray'd you 1 
into ſome Miſtake ; you miſunderſtand me. 1 
did not call the Merchants and Traders, Smug- il 
glers, There are undoubtedly (and indeed 1 
have heard many worthy Gentlemen among 
them acknowlege it) ſome clandeſtine and dil 7 
honourable Dealers, who ſhelter themſelves un- 'J 
der that worthy Denomination; and I ver 
carefully diſtinguiſh'd between them and ho- 
nourable fair Traders; and ſhew'd the apparent 8 
Advantages that muſt neceſſarily accrue to the 
latter, had the Scheme ſucceeded, But you, 0 0 
obviate my Concluſion, confound my Diſtinctios, '? 
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g- gd make all Traders alike. If then it be 
ry, rtain that there are clandeſtine Traders 
ongſt the Body of Merchants and Traders, 
a all are alike without Diſtinction, all muſt 


ur- "WM W Conſequence be clandeſtine Dealers. This 


ove a juſt Inference from your Logick, not 
and ne. Thus you urge Arguments that tend 
ler. prove all Merchants and Traders, Smugglers, 

i then complain that I call them ſo. This 

ain runs thro' ſome common News-Papers, 
g Pamphlers that don't enter into the Me- 
re aof the Diſpute; but I could not have 
i of MWagin'd they were ſo contagious, as to taint a 
4th leman of your Underſtanding. Tho? the Ex- 
Men 5 has been dreſs'd out as a very hideous Mon- 
| re- . yer, like a good and righteous Magiſtrate, 
is only a Terror to Evil-Doers. 


erent WW lible Characteriſtick that the Scheme was 
hem, g. The ſhort Queſtion, Sir, is, whether fo- 
pub: en Commodities ought to be tax'd, or not; 
they ought, then the Tax ſhould be collected 
1 50% % ſuch a Manner as that all ſhould pay, and 
re eſcape. We already pay a Duty on Mine 
Tobacco; and if, on a Compariſon between 
Quantity paying, and the Quantity conſum'd, 
mon; ppears, that not above one Half pays, no 
d die will ſay the other Half ought not to pay. 
es un- lat Method then can be taken to oblige 
n' If theſe Oppoſers would be ſo juſt as to 

d ho- er to the World a Scheme more effectually 
parent ns culated to anſwer that End, and eaſe the 
ro the and, with leſs Inconveniency to the Subject, 
ou, ed leſs liable to Objection, why do they nor 
ion, opoſe it to the Publick? If they are able and 
noc 
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Magna Charta, and the Conſtitution, and the know 
Rights of Engli/bmen, is what in Time mig 


(2 } - - 

not willing, they diſplay their Patriotiſm ; il 
they cannot propoſe a better in its ſtead, tl 
anſwer ſuch a Concatenation of wiſe Purpoſe # 
we may conclude it is becauſe they are not ab ? 
Mer. It muſt be confels*d, Sir, that the ſeg * 
veral Ends you mention are very defireableſ IR 
and what every good Man muſt rejoice to (4: N 
3 

: 


8 4 wr. 
3 = 9 


brought about. But that Exciſes are the bel 
Mediums to theſe Ends, is what I cannot al 
bring my Underſtanding to bend to. The La 


of Exciſe are very arbitrary and tyrannical 
the Deprivation of Tryals by Juries, contrary ii 


be attended 2 50 very fatal Conſequences. 1 
Commiſſioners are Proſecutors, Evidence, Judge 
and Executioners; have an unlimited Power off 
determining the Property of the Subject accord 
ing to their own Will; which is giving up tool $ 
much Power to the Crown, and may in Tine : 
deſtroy our Liberties. | bo: 

Landb. This, Sir, has been ſet forth as a very 
formidable Objection, and therefore I don't ma 
vel that it ſhould be inſiſted upon with ſo mud 
Warmth and Acrimony. Magna Charta an 
Exciſe, the Antiquity of the former and Etymoſ 1 
logy of the latter, are brought as Proofs th 
the one ſhould not be admitted, nor the oth: 
in one Tittle deviated from. This Way oli 
Talking is admirably well ſuited to work upon 
a Mob, but can never be reliſh*d by ſuch 1 ᷓꝰ 
ſeparate and diſtinguiſh what others aſſiduouſſ f 1 
labour to perplex and confound. Jy 

Magna Charta is but an Act of Parliament 
and indeed a very valuable one, but is no mo 
the Conſtitution than any other Act. The 7 $ 
* 


(ras'}; - 


1 ; Wat Conſtitution is framed and erected upon all 
|, uf coſe Acts which have paſſed ſince Magna Charta, 
poſs WS well as upon ſome Part of that. Was it a 
able icient Reaſon for the Exciſe-BilPs not paſſing, 
1c AS it was in ſome Degree contrary. to Magna 
eabl Waris, it would alſo follow, that the whole 
to {oi Wnſticution, as at preſent eſtabliſn'd, muſt be 
bel hing'd, becauſe many of thoſe Acts of Par- 
nent, whereon it is now founded, are in Op- 
Lay cation to Magna Charta: But to come cloſer 
pour Objection. | 
All Schemes for raiſing the publick Revenue 
now ay juſtly be denominated better or worſe, as 
mige ey are more or leſs practicable in collecting 
Money propoſed by Parliament. It a Scheme 
propos'd, where the Community is liable to 
wer och Expences in recovering their Rights from 
ccorl Md viduals, chat the one Part is expended to col- 
and obtain the other, ſuch a Scheme is ra- 
Time rr a Burthen and Vexation to the Subject, in 
ir individual as well as collective Capacity, 
143 d no Benefit whatſoever. 
Jraries muſt be allow'd an ineſtimable Bleſſing, 
hen confider'd (as ſignified and intended by 
agua Charta) a Security againſt any Encroach- 
eents of the Crown; yet they are liable to 
any juſt Objections and great Inconveniencies, 
othe there ſhould be no other Way to determine 
ay WP ſputcs in the Collection of the publick Re- 
nue. Where the Claim is made by Virtue of 
Py Prerogative inherent in the Crown, Furies 
= uld not be diſpens'd with, without endanger- 
s our Liberties. . For when the Conteſt is be- 
een the King and Subject, and the Extent of 
o moni Prerogative is in Iflue, it equally affects 
ic pe very Subject; and * Tryals by Furies 
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in ſuch a Caſe conſtitute the People Jud es of if \ 


of: Furies therefore cannot be ſuppos'd ſo im- by 
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their own Cauſe; which is a moſt invaluable 
Barrier to our Liberties, and upon no Accoun i AN 
whatſoever ſhould be ſuffered to be broke in 7 x 
upon. N 
PWhen a Controverſy lies between Subject and 
Subject either, Furies then muſt be judg'd i impar- | 9 
tial; and as they are ſuppos'd to live in: A 
viceneto, they are preſum'd to be acquainted 
with the Characters of the contending Parties, 
their Witneſſes and Circumſtances, and thereby * 
the better capacitated to determine where Cre- 
dit ought to be given, when any Contraſt ariſes 9 ? 
in their Evidence. 6 
But it will be difficult for Gentlemen to ſhew * 20 
that the ſame Advantages are to be expected 4 f 
from a Jury ex viceneto, when the Conteſt is not 1 1 
between the Prince and the People, or Subject 4 þ 
and Subject, but between the Subject and the Y 
whole Republick. When the Conteſt lies be- L | 
tween a Subject and the whole Community, 3 : 
FTuries cannot be ſuppos'd to have any Know- 
ledge but of one Party; viz. the individual 
Subject under Proſecution: And knowing him 
only, will naturally be under a ſtrong Bias to 
favour their Acquaintance. A ſmall Experience 3 
in human Nature will thoroughly convince us, 
that no Men are equally anxious for the Pub- 
lick in general, as they are for their Friends, 
and thoſe they have ſome perſonal Knowledge 


partial and unprejudic'd, in 1 between cheir 1 
Friends or Acquaintance, and the Publick, as 
between one Friend or Acquaintance, and ano- 
ther. In confirmation of this, it is obfervable 
that in all -thoſe particular Places of the = 1 
— 9 4 


5 
mY 
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Y (27) 
es of om, where the Practice of defrauding the Pub- 
12ble ick prevails, and is become cuſtomary and faſhi- 

nable, the whole Neighbourhood in general 
F dic'd in Favour of thoſe Practices, and 


Nass to reſtrain and obſtruct them, as ſo many 
Wc: vere Encroachments on their Liberties. 

ad the Exciſe-Bill paſs'd, the Subject could 
ot poſſibly have received any Injury from the 


ron, though they had been depriv d of Try- 
s by Juries; becauſe every Motive to Injury 
vil Lift Revenue, for the Support of his Royal 
ouſhold, was, by the Scheme, to have been 
proud have went into the publick Treaſure of 
be Nation, and not one fingle Penny into the 
idee, and triable by their Laws, would not have 
een between the Crown and Subject, but be- 

8 or between one Subject and the whole Body, be 

= D 2 decided 


nd Oppreſſion was abſolutely taken away. 
or that Part of the Duty upon Vine and To- 
co, which is appropriated to his Majeſty's 
olleted at the Cuſtomhouſe, under thoſe Laws 
it always has been. So that the Whole, 
hem'd to have been raiſed by this Mutation, 
rivate Coffers of his Majeſty, as has been dif- 
onocurably and invidiouſly inſinuated. 
All Conteſts therefore ariſing from the Ex- 
wen the Publick and every Delinquent. What 
8 Intereſt then, Sir, can it be to the Crown, whe- 
rer any Conteſt between Subject and Subject, 
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out as it will, 


—— OG — 


| ſhould, meerly from a Spirit of publick 0:08 '£ 
preſſion, tyrannize over the fair Trader, is ſuci 


when the Regiſtry 


decided by a Fury or not ? Let the Event tun 
the Crown cannot poſlibly = 
any ways intereſted in it. ij 
To ſurmiſe that the Commiſſioners, when it ug L | 
abſolutely out of their Power to recommend 
themſelves to a Prince or a prime Mini 


a wild and romantick Suggeſtion, that canno 
enter the Heart of any Man, but ſuch who 
take all Men's Souls to be as corrupt, baſe, 
and vitiated as their own. Y 

But further; a Jury can only determine Factꝭ 
Now all exciſeable bande are legally ſeiz. 
able, when they are catch'd without the proper AN 
Certificate, a Permit. The Negative therefor: ul 
in this Iſſue is ſelf-evident and inconteſftable ; A | 


for a Jury cannot find that a Trader has 2 


Permit, when the ſame cannot be produced; or 
that he had regiſter'd his Houſe as a Trader, 
Books manifeſt the Reverſe, 
Was every Conteſt of this Sort ariſing in the WI 
Exciſe to be determin'd by Furies and Forms i 


of Law, there muſt be all the neceſſary and ex- 


nſive Pleadings previous to fuch Tryal ; and Wi 
as the Deciſion would chiefly hinge upon ſome Wi 
ſingle Fact in Queſtion, which in its Nature ts 
apparent, a Jury cannot find a Verdict of the Wl 
Truth of a Fact upon their Oaths, contrary to 
common Senſe, and the Evidence before them. 
Fhey cannot find a Man has a Permit when b 
he has none; and when a Jury has found ſuck 4 
a Fact, by the Rules of Law, the Judge muſt 
give Judgment, according to the Letter of the 
Law, for all Forfeitures and Penalties curd | 
by ſuch determin'd Fact, without any . 


Y (29) 
tun Micigation whatſoever : So that every Miſ- 
bee or Inadvertency might prove as fatal to 
innocent and honourable Trader in Weſtminſter- 
it i, as a corrupt deſigning Fraud in a Smuggler. 
mende mort, Sir, they who inſiſt upon the great Ne- 
iter ty of a Jury to try Facts ſo ſelf-evident, 
Op are weak, or wicked enough to ſay this De- 
 ſuci ation of Tryals by Juries is contrary to 
nn en Charta, may with equal Reaſon affirm 
r Zuclid's Elements are contrary to Magna 
ua, becauſe they are arbitrarily determin'd 
Demonſtration only, and not by a Jury: 
„r, according to theſe Men, can any Law 
ſeiz. Matſoever be enacted without, in ſome Mea- 
roper We, infringing upon Magna Charta. 
re Commiſſioners of Exciſe, Sir, conſider'd 
their juſt Poſition and Attitude, between the 
as 2 blick and every private Offender againſt the 
; blick, will rather appear as Mitigators and 
ader, RW: di2tors of the Law, than as Judges or Pro- 
verſe, tors, as has been infamouſly aſſerted by Men 
1 the ro will dare to fay any Thing. For, by the 
orms Metter of the Law, there are few Things chal- 
d ex- Nng'd before them, but what are ſeizable: But 
and hen any Circumſtances ariſe upon Evidence, 
ſome che leaſt Appearance ſubſtantial ; as that the 
ure ; ¶oods have become ſeizable by Accident, Over- 
f the bt, or Inadvertency, they are redeliver'd to the 
ry to roprietor, and all Fines, Forfeitures and Pe- 
hem. Pics remitted : Which is ſuch an Eaſe to the 
when rader, that Courts of Law, where Juries are 
ſuch ow'd, cannot give. | h 
muſt 


his, Sir, is the well known Conduct of thoſe 

f the ¶entlemen, whoſe Characters have, notwithſtand- 

urr'd g., been ſo infamouſly traduc'd: Nay, ſuch 

* vourable Conceſſions have they been known 
5 : 


ro 


630) | L 
to make to the Trader, that when Goods har 
been regularly ſeiz'd and lawfully condemn'a.lf 
yet if afterwards there was room to ſuſpect ani 
Partiality in the Evidence, the Commiſſionen i 
have upon all ſuch Occaſions advis'd the Trad 
to petition ; thereupon granted a Re-hearing iſ 
and revers'd: their former Judgment. g 

Nor can we have any reaſonable Apprehen 
ſions of their ever Acting otherwiſe; ſince th. 
Crown would have been totally diſintereſted i 
committing any Oppreſſion or Hardſhip upali 
the Trading Subject. The Crown would ha 
been meerly miniſterial in the Collection of thi 
Part of the Revenue, and acted by Virtue of Wi 
executive Power only. Whether there be mor 
or leis ariſing from the Exciſe, it cannot affect wo 
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the Prerogatide; ſo that all this Clamor and 
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38 
ſham Zeal for Liberty, is palpably deſign'd wil . 
miſguide and diſaffect the People. Throughout 
this Controverſy, Gentlemen purpoſely con- 
2 
1 
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1 
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2 
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found and unite Ideas, that Reaſon points out 
1 
q 


to be clearly ſeparated and diſtinguiſh'd. Thus 


+- 


have they repreſented Magna Charta and ti: 
whole Conſtitution, as one and the ſame Thing; 
the Prerogative, or Power inherent in the Perſon 
of the King independent of the Legiſlature, ani 
the executive Power, or that Power entruſted 
in the King by the Legiſlature, as ſynonymous ;| 
the publick Revenue of the Kingdom, as the 
private Income and Riches of the King himſelf; 
than all which nothing can be more wicked, 
thus to impoſe upon the weak Underſtanding: 
of the Commonalty, who, they know, cannot 
eaſily make theſe proper Diſtinctions. iis 
What I am not a little ſurpriz'd at, is, that We 
Traders, of a ſudden, ſhould grow ſo os. ry 5 
| 2.06 
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(631) 
minſter-Fal! Proceſſes. In the Courſe of 
7 hy Experience, Sir, I never heard of a Trader, 


an less a very litigious one indeed, that prefer'd 
ner eir Determinations to thoſe of the Commiſſio- 
ade er, of Exciſe ; and therefore we may ſuſpect 
ing 


eſe Gentlemen are either not in earneſt, or 
ret underſtand what they talk about. A Sum- 


her. gary Way will moſt expedite Trade, and is 
tte nſonant with their own ſpontaneous Practices 
d ul having Recourſe to Arbitration rather than 
paß ga; and as every Motive to Partiality was 
har cn away from the Commiſſioners, they may 
th: juſtly conſider'd in that Light. | 
tf i Had this Deprivation of Furies been judg'd 
2 real Hardſhip to Traders, when cooly and 
Nec 


odted but Juries would have been granted. 
ur, if Traders had their Option, we ſhould 
n ſee whether they would not rather viſit 


out e Commiſſioners than Weſtminſter-Hall ; rather 
Tbus ve the Privilege of pleading their own Cauſe, 
| th: Wd giving a Narrative of their own Evidence, 
ing; a conciſe and unexpenſive Manner, than to 
erſon he oblig' d to tedious Attendancies, and feeing 
and i gouncil, Attorney and Solicitor. | 
uſted BE If the Commiſſioners of the Exciſe are ſuch 


ous WP ppreflors as we have been told they are, I 
ink thoſe Traders, who at preſent are under 
p< Exciſe-Laws, have no ſmall Reaſon to be 
cked, =ZPery with the Oppoſers of this Scheme; be- 
ding; vic it propos'd the Juſtices of the Courts of 
annot King's-Bench, and Common-Pleas, and Barons of 

e Coif of the Court of Exchequer as Checks 
that pon them: All Appeals being from the Com- 
nd of Miſſioners to the Judges; and to be carried on 
Me- | in 
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( 32 ) 


in the ſame plain, eaſy and unexpenſive Way 
as is daily done before the Commiſſioners. Dos 
ſuch a Propoſition as this look like a Deſign 
upon our Liberties? What can be more con- 
deſcending to the Humour of Traders ? What 
indicate more. Tenderneſs and Regard to the 
Eaſe of the Subject, than to change the Laws, 1 
that have been ſo many Years eſtabliſh'd, and 
never 'till now judg*d oppreſſive, in r a 
to a Spirit that has been rais'd meerly by An 
and Miſ-repreſentation? 

This propoled Alteration, indeed, has been «ll 
forth in a very low Light, and as no extra- 
ordinary Grant; but, I cannot but think if. 
ferently of it; and ſo muſt all Traders too, un- xz 
| leſs the ſcurrilous Invectives that have been cal | 
upon the Commiſſioners are groundleſs. I 

Judges of the Common-Law, who are pact 
in the moſt conſpicuous Point of Light, and i | 
whoſe Determinations are ſacredly recorded a- 
midſt the pureſt Syſtem of Reaſoning and Jodie 
that human Nature is capable of, can hardy 
be ſuppos'd to forfeit their Honour and Repu WM 
tation upon account of a paultry Seizure z which, 
as I have before ſhewn, is a Conteſt between 
the Publick and Individuals, and therefore can 

admit of no Incitement to Injuſtice. 5 
I true they are put in by the Crown, but N 
it is for Life; and can it be ſuggeſted, that, 
three of thoſe Sages ſhould be Confederates inf 4 
Oppreſſion ; Men diſtinguiſh'd in all Ages 1 Y 9 
their great Wiſdom and Integrity, and among 
whom there is generally an Emulation to excel 5 
in Wiſdom and Uprightneſs ? | 91 

Mer. Lou paſs by, Sir, unanſwer'd the grand Wi 
Objection, viz. that Officers who have a _ ; 
of 
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f (33) 
War r che Forfeiture are allow'd to be Bvidence 
Dos MWoainſt the Subject, and are therefore under a 
ſign ery ſtrong Temptation to be partial in their 
vidence in Prejudice to the Trader: Which is 


con- | 
V hat iſibly repugnant to the Conſtitution, and all 
the own Rules of Law and Equity. 8 


—_= Z4b. Lou do well, Sir, to remind me; 
at Particular had flip'd my Notice. Theſe 
bjectors make no Difference between Offences 
An omitted by one Individual againſt another, 

ad Offences committed by Individuals againſt 
n ſc: he whole Community; whereas nothing is more 


2 
* 


xtra-·iſtinct, nor requires more different Methods 


dif. ceir Deciſion. 


un- It is true, in determining Conteſts between 


caſt MWndividuals, no Perſon is allow'd to be a Wit- 
ess who has an Intereſt in the Event; but 
ac'd hy? Becauſe perſonal Intereſt is judg*d an 
and Excitement ſufficient to proſecute Offences com- 
Ja- itted againſt themſelves. Diſintereſted Perſons 
tice, pon ſuch Occaſions, are always ready to give 
rdly heir Teſtimony ;. but Offences of a publick Na- 
epu- ure are attended with a Lukewarmneſs and In- 
lich, MW ifierency. . Experience puts it beyond diſpute 
veen that Men never have it ſo much at Heart to de- 
can Nect, proſecute, or bear witneſs againſt publick Of- 
enders, as againſt the perſonal Injurers of them- 
elves, Friends, Relations or Neighbours. Now, 


but "i ES 
that, is of the higheſt Moment and Concern to So- 


s in ety, chat Offences of a publick Nature ſhould 
for ¶eexemplarily puniſh'd, there muſt of Neceſſity 
10Ng 4 e ſome political Means uſed to encourage Men 
xcel 0 publick Proſecutions. Upon this Conſidera- 

on it is that the Legiſlature, and the greateſt 
ages in the Laws, have alway wiſely admitted 
Men to be good Wente who had an Ad- 


vantage 
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6340) 
vantage in convicting the Offender; even in f 
Caſes where the Offence is capital. Not only 3 
the Laws of Great Britain admir' of this, but $ 
thoſe, of all civiliz'd and well-policy*d States i 
abound: with Inſtances of this Sort. 

This Privilege however is not only allows i 
to Exciſe-Officers ; but every common Subjekt. f 
equal Right to give Inf kustion 1 and upon 9 i 
Conviction of the Offender is entitPd by Lau 
to the Reward. If your Objection, Sir, be an 
Argument againſt paſſing the late Exciſe-Bill, Y 
then, by Parity of Reaſon, all Laws for de- a 
tecting Highway-Men and Robbers ought to be I 
repeaPd, and none ſhould be puniſh'd for Of. 1 
fences committed againſt the Publick, *till we 5 
can find ſuch God-mortals among us, as to put 2 
themſelves to the Expence and Trouble of pro. 1 
ſecuting publick Offenders, meerly and only 
from a pure Spirit of Patriotiſm and publick iſ 
Good. The Reluctancy in Men to bring pub. 
lick Offenders to Juſtice, appears in nothing | 1 
more conſpicuous and unqueſtionable, than by Wil 
the Law that is made to prevent the Compound 
ing of Felony. The admitting Evidence, there- 
fore, who have an Intereſt in the Event, is an 
Exigency of all States, and Exciſemen are as 
much Neceſſitudines Reipublicæ, as any other | 
Friends to Society. | 

Mer. You ſeem to have thought cloſely abou 
the Subject, Sir John, indeed; but there are 
divers other. Objections, which with me are 
no inconſiderable Weight; and may put ye 

retty much upon the Stretch to get over. Trade, | 

ir, you are ſenſible, cannot be ſupported but 
by a mutual Confidence among the Wend 

or 
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( 35 ) 
n ir vorld. It is in the Power of Exciſemen often- 
only mes to deſtroy a Man's Credit, | by repreſent- 
bu g of his Circumſtances, by prying into the Se- 
tares rets of Trades, ſetting them up without hav- 
cg duly been brought up to em, and by giv- 
g Information of the State and Currency of 
Man's Bufineſs: So that Traders may be in- 
enſibly ruin'd, and remain totally ignorant of 


e Cauſes of their Misfortune. 


& 


© i 
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we From the Reaſons I urg'd before, why Officers 
put annot be worſe than other Men, may be in- 
pro. rd they are no better. But the great Impro- 
only tay or rather Impoſſibility, of their ever 
lick oing Injury to Traders by any ſuch Meaſures, 
pub. ill render this Objection very frivolous. For 
hing icers have no Power to learn the Myſteries 
n by f their Trades; the Time they have to dif- 
and. patch their Buſineſs, will not allow em to make 
cre- nquiry or Obſeryation ſufficient for any ſuch 
; an Purpoſe. The utmoſt, they can; poſſibly learn 
ps, whether a Trader be a conſiderable, a ſmall, 
ra trifling Dealer; and this is no more than 
bat any one may know, if they have Curi- 
ity to be inquiſitive into others Affairs. The 
rader is only to enter what he ſells for pub- 
ick Inſpection, not what Credit he gives or 
We takes, or the honeſt Secrets and Myſteries in 
7 manufacturing his Commodities. 

Let it be admitted, as I imagine it will ſcarce 
8 be controverted, that in all the Shops 0 
? E 2 | by 


2 _ 
. . . 2 
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636 
by a ſingle Exciſeman, there are an hundred Sl 
vants, either with Clerks and Book- Keepers, of - 4 
Menial, alway reſident in their Maſter's Buſineſ, ll 
and more privy to their Secrets than it is poſſibei 1 
for Exciſemen to be by tranſient Surveys: The 
Servants alſo are generally pretty converſant wing 9 
one another, change their Places, compare Notes, Wl 
and communicate their Knowlege of their Mal. Y 3 
ter's Secrets thro? an hundred of them. Non 1 3 

if we admit a Common Officer to collect as much Y 
Knowledge of the Privacies of the ſeveral Trad. 
ers they ſurvey, as the whole hundred Sevants 
(which, by the way, is not very poſſi ble), off k i 
what Detriment to Traders can the digen 
Knowledge of a poor Officer be, when their 1 
Myſteries are knowable by ſo many bees 
What may be known to ſo many can never be 
a Secret long; and therefore this Rumour of 
the Diſcovery of Traders Secrets is meer Gri- 
mace, and only to be laugh'd at by Men of 
Senſe, who ſee thro* ſuch Cobweb Traſh. WB 
Should it be ſaid, that there is not ſo much 
Danger of a Servant's betraying his Maſter, as 
there is of an Exciſeman, becauſe the Servant i i 
liable to an immediate Diſcharge, upon the firſt 
Detection of [his Infidelity, I anſwer; that every 
Maſter has the ſame Power of diſcharging an 
Ojficer as well as a common Servant, provide | 
he can prove that he has prejudic'd him in hs Wi 
Trade; and that before the Commiſſioners, by 
repreſenting the Caſe with ſuch Circumſtances 
of Truth, as may give full Conviction of the 
Charge againſt him. And I may deiy the Pub- 
lick ro produce even one Inſtance where any 
Complaint of that Sort was ever made, — 
ebe ieaſt Colour ef Truth to ſupport it, 


* 


= | 
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Ser. ar the Officer was not immediately diſ- 
, criWare'd. 1 Hy e 2 93 
nek, The next Part of your Argument, Sir, I think 
fiber trivial indeed; but as many have not been 
Chee a m?d to urge it, I ſee no Reaſon why I ſhould 
with _ uple to anſwer it. Ir is this; That Offcers 
otes, ve ſometimes preſum'd ro ſet up a Buſineſs 
Ma. Wy ſurvey, without being regularly bred to it. 
N ow Wis not impoſſible but, at ſome Time or other, 
much ne of theſe r Slaves may have had the 
"rad Wm bition to 28 up a Publick Houſe, or a 
ants, Mandler's Shop, as thouſands of Footmen have 
\, offene; but I never heard that their deep Know- 
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72 5 
tional ige by Inſpection, ever made them fo. wiſe 
their co venture upon a Tallow- Chandler, Brewer, 
des? Diſtiller, Sc. A thouſand Objections of this 
er bert will ſcarce weigh down, in the Scale of 
ur oft Argument, a thouſandth Part of one of the 
Gri. lick Advantages that would accompany the 
en of ſign, was it put in Execution. Sometimes 
. Ric poor Fellows are painted in the blackeſt 
much lours; as ignorant, indolent and imperious 
cr, a; eatures, unfic for any Fhing but Exciſemen: 
ant is ye other Times they are the moſt 1 
e firſt Hacious, diligent and well-behav'd Enquirers 
every eo the great Myſteries of Mankind! 


g an For an Exciſeman to know the Circumſtances 
vided a Merchant, any otherwiſe than the Publick 


in his es by bis Exports and Imports, is very im- 
1 "I . | 

5, by bable; nor can it enter into my Head how Re- 

tances ers can ſuffer in this Reſpect. Country Shop- 

f the eepers deal in thirty or forty different Commo- 

Pub- ies, and perhaps halt-a-dozen of em only ex- 


any ed ones; how a Knowledge of one fifth or 
with ech Part of their Buſineſs ſhould enable an Officer 
and ſpread the Mole of a Trader's Circumſtances, 
that ll or 
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1 know. This, I preſume to affirm, would be 


ſucceeded, it had been deſtructive of Parliaments, 
and fatal to the Conſtitution.” As but a few Days 


( 38). 3 
or make any Report thereof that would be cre. i 
dited, is to me an inexplicable Paradox. 1 

However, Sir, ſuppoſing all the Secrets, and 
all the Circumſtances of Traders in general Wi 
were laid fairly and nakedly open to the World, 


4 


it might prove a national Bleſſing, for ought 1 


* 


1 


one happy Conſequence; that Bankrupts, and 
Cheats would not be ſo numerous: Trades 
would be more, upon their Guard, live ſuitable 
to their Fortune and Condition, and ſtrive to 
ſupport their Credit by Honour and Honeſty, 
not by Craft and Knavery. | A 

But, Sir, if you will permit me to appeal to that 
infallible Touchſtone, Experience, the Objection 
will appear to be of no Weight at all. For ſo 
far have Exciſes prov'd from being any real Pre- 
judice to Traders, that as many conſiderable Wi 
Eſtates have been acquir'd by the Sale of e- 
ciſed Commodities, as by any that are not ſo. i 
To ſupport me in this Aſſertion, I need only 


mention the reputable Names of Brewer, Di/- 


A 


tiller, Leather-ſeller, Soap-boiler, Druggiſt, &c. 


k 
$ 


> 


+ 


J 
which are univerſally eſteem'd ſome of the moſt 
profitable Trades in the Nation; and therefore Wl 
the Exciſe is very far from making Beggars of 
thoſe who are under its Laws. p 

Mer. The'Objeftions I have hitherto made, 
Sir, are of little Weight in compariſon with 
what I have to offer. There is a Pamphlet lately 
publiſh'd, Sir, entitled, a Letter from a Member 
of Parliament, giving Reaſons for his oppoſing the 
Exciſe-Scheme, ſbewing that had the late Attemp 


>. I 3 8 4 n 
PT 


7 


of 8 
5 An OY 8 ph 
X ace AED 


AL - AW... 


a a 


are paſs'd fince I read it, the Subſtance is freſh EP 
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TW 
my Memory. The grand Argument by 
Which he has prov'd his Aſſertion, ſeems to me 


and ee moſt cogent that has ever yet been urg'd 
eral ainſt the Bill: It runs thus, viz. That 
rd, this Scheme would have ſettled all the Re- 
gt venue ariſing from it in Perpetuity upon the 
be Crown, which would deſtroy that mutual 
and Dependency between Princes and Parlia- 
ders ments. For thus the Author argues; His 
able Majeſty is neceſſary , to us for the End of 
e 10S Government, Protection. We are neceſſa 


to him for the Means, Money. Now, 
whatever tends to weaken or deſtroy this 
mutual Neceſſity, muſt of Courſe deſtroy 
EE that Harmony, by taking away the funda- 
or ſo mental Cauſe of it. That this would have 


Pre-. been the Caſe, had the late Attempt ſuc- 
rable ceeded, will be evident, if you conſider that 
f 2x- WS thoſe Duties were to have been given in Per- 
t fo. ¶ Petuity inſtead of a Land-Tax granted an- 


= 72/19, and appropriated to the current Ser- 


only 
vice of the Year as the Wiſdom of Parlia- 


ment judg'd_neceffary.” Ws 
moſt RR L2ndb. The Pamphlet you mention, Sir, was 
refore nt me down laſt Week: Which I muſt allow 
urs of be drawn up in a very artful and elaborate 
Wlanner. The Argument you have pitch'd upon, 
cc, is the chief in the Performance; and 
wich cauſe its Authors are very fond of it, have 
ail'd it again in the Crafiſman. But if this, 
. de all they have left to ſay for themſelves, 
hope ſoon to undeceive you. 
As the Law ſtands at preſent, all Fine and 
WF --2cco ought to pay fully ſuch certain Duties, 
by Act of Parliament are legally impos'd 
von them. The whole Sum which ſhould ariſe as 
6. | a 


— 


2 r 
. * . 


— - 
— — - 88 ne e 8 "4 
Rae bi. ES a r r = 
n — bow ns. oa —— — — —_—} — — * 
* 


A — —— * l 
— — — -- — — 
2 ä : A 2 


* 4 WL N 
9 
n _ — A 0 | —— — — — — - — 
r 8 5 * . LESS Q $5 2 p 4 - 
— — — — = a —— — . p = 1 — N P — - — C 8 a 2 * . =O — 2 — — — — — - — — — * 
— . Ta IC — . — 2 —. ” — | S253. mn ˙ wut . 1 > Fx” 5 1 2 * * . —— 2 —— — - 
—— — , — — N — — a — XG — TN TIRES: 1 I IS Tx * * : 2 * . — 
: 7 - 22 *r _— — — 22 - 5 — 23 = — 4 _ . — _ w 1 * By © -——- — 
| Þ — a — as 
8 6 a0 2 — 
— P ” K — — b = 22 — _ : » 2 . n __ * & 22 — r * PR” 7 — " 2 by . - * 9 
w 2 : y £ of ” K — 2 8 : R N g 2 _— 1 b - p . 0 
— — 8 = | | aud J©fi,s-.4a- a4 a6 EEE ES IE. i oo. 
N * ® - * * o * * > " . * 1 oe = — 2 — 8 — f 
— — An 33 * * PE : I (1 4 . * ” a os 4-- = J .< and 
— # . * : 2 * = A l 9 5 abs th RY" ” » 44 " . Pow „ 2 
— - x 2 — — S — . n 0 . N — * » * um 4 , Pl P bay” 0; E229 >: * % 4 ”: 2 a V a „ 
2 N 8 2 . — 7 x + xe nt oh = m2 x0" 0 CEC x t- 2 n — 25 hes N — * 7 
IS 1 0 1 22 7 F-1 TNT: ; = P 


propriated and limited in as full a Mann 
as by the intended Bill was propoſed: ) 
which there was to have been no new Chai 
laid, or any Thing granted, appropriated a 


ing a perpetual Fund, in Oppoſition to till 


encourage. — $ 


Cuſtoms: to the annual Duration of the Land TW 
to be taken off, yet the Conſequence they dia 


for, bur only have appropriated Taxes u 


; . . : - , N. by 6 = 
vention of . Frauds in the Collection of thei 


— - to 
— _— 
— —ä— 45 OTC — 
- — — = 

— 7 0 

— ” 4 2 


4 


(4?) | 
a Duty upon every Pound of Tobacco, and eve 
Pint of Wine imported into, and conſumed! 
this Kingdom, is already charged, granted, 


ASL j ITS FE 
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rpetuated, but what was actually fo before 


and has been for many Years. Your Auth 


Inſinuation therefore of the intended Exciſe b 


Cuſtoms not being ſo, is an Inſtance of tw 
greateſt Diſingenuity; and ſhews to what coi 
temptible Shifts theſe Gentlemen are reduc'd, il 
keep up the Spirit they are fo indefatigable = 


If it be ſaid, they oppoſe the Perpetuity of t * 


of the Danger to Parliaments is remote fron 
the Point becauſe whether the Land-Tax tl 
continued or difcontinued, thoſe Duties will dei 
vertheleſs remain an appropriated Fund for ti 
Support of the State. For our Anceſtors har 
very wiſely judg'd not to make the Land- Ta 


Aa 


foreign Luxuries and Super fluities. | I 
Theſe Gentlemen therefore, Sir, are now vii 
duced to this plain Queſtion 3 whether the P 


Duties, in order to eaſe the Land, can hau 
any ſuch, Effect as to deſtroy that mutual Dei, 7 
pendency neceſſary to be preſerv'd betwell 
Princes and Parliaments, and thereby to rende 
their Meetings leſs frequent ? If they fay it on 1 


F 


( 41 ) 


 e | | 
= | in it will follow, from their own Way of 
d, aj aſoning, that the more Frauds that are com- 
lann tted in the Collection of any Branch of the 


venue, the greater Preſervation will it be to 


hate Conſticution ; becauſe it is certain that it 
ted be neceſſary for the Parliament to meet 
efor oſtner to raiſe Money to ſupply theſe frau- 
uthorl lent Deficiencies. Nay, fo far may this ad- 
iſe able Argument of theirs be carried, that 
o ee who were guilty of Burglary, and actually 
of t dbed the Exchequer, or ſhall ever hereafter 


it, are the moſt eminent Patriots, and con- 
ate by ſuch Kobberies to the Preſervation of 
—_ Conſtitution: For thereby it is certain that leſs 
come into the Exchequer, Princes will have 
do miſapply, and there will be more frequent 


3 1 . caſions for the calling of Parliaments, to lay 
J dra WF 1 axcs'to make up for theſe Loſſes occaſion'd 
' fro Smuggling and Robbery, Thus, Sir, have theſe 


1 — E jetrating Politicians made a moſt notæble Diſ- 
1] oP - "7 5 which they may regiſter in their politi- 
or Canon; viz. That Robbers of the publick 
s hr RE” £4 and Plunderers of the Exchequer are 
/ be greateſt Benefaftors to the State. 
ont From that Author's Way of Arguing, one 
api old be apt to imagine the Sum, purpos'd to 
anaais'd by the Exciſe-Scheme, was immenſly 
Eat, that, as he ſays, it would put a Stop 
the Aſſembling of Parliaments to raiſe more. 
e utmoſt thar the Surplus has ever been 
ben Ppos'd to ariſe to, is but 500, oo0 J. a Year, 
a Sufficiency to eaſe the Land; which is 
_ _— one eleventh Part of the whole na- 
renden ue; and yet, according to their 
Way of Reaſoning, the Meeting of Par- 
nents would not have been neceſſary to raiſe 


the 


(64 


the other Part. Tho' ſome Part of che other 4 
ten Elevenths may be aſcertainꝰd to the Publich 
yet if the Parliament always takes Care of: 
conſiderable annual Reſerve in their own Breaſt, 
there can be no Danger of the Deſtruction d 
that mutual Neceſſity and Harmony between 
Princes and Parliaments, becauſe the fundamen- 
tal Cauſe thereof will ſtill ſubſiſt. 4 
When theſe Gentlemen think to ſhew, hall iz 4 
the Scheme might have prejudic'd the Conti 
tution, they magnify the Sum it would hav 
rais'd to an enormous Size; even to ſo great 2 
Degree, that it would have render'd Parliament 
unneceſſary, and been deſtructive of their very 
Being: But when they are in a Strain for ex- 
ploding the Scheme, and ſhewing its Inſuffici. 
ency to anſwer the End propos'd; (vix. tel 
Eaſe of the Land), then they ſink the Sum wil 
a very diminutive Degree: So that theſe two con. 
tradictory Arguments deſtroy the Force of cad 
other. By the firſt they tacitly ebay, 
the Extenſiveneſs of the Frauds at the Cuſton, iſ 
becauſe the Prevention of 'em would have pro- 1 
duc'd ſo conſiderable a Surplus; by the latter MW 
they repreſent the Surplus to be ſo minute and 
inconſiderable, that it is impoſſible it ſhould 
have any ſuch Effect upon Parliaments : By A 
their pretended anticonſtitution Argument, they 9 
confeſs the S of a Scheme to prevent 
the Frauds ; by the other, the Impoſſibility off 
ſuch a Scheme being of any Prejudice to thei 


7 


” 


N 


Conſtitution. How natural you ſee, Sir, is 1435 
for Truth to break out, tho? ever ſo much di 
guis'd and invelop'd with Error! 

But I have not, yet, done with this Ar- 


gument of theirs; for it may very _ 
"ap 2 


1 (7 : 
e applied, by theſe firſt-rate Politicians, as 
en againſt the Encreaſe of our Trade, as a- 
anſt the Exci/e-Bill. For if his Majeſty, by 
ay wiſe Scheme, Treaty, or Negotiation ſhould 

egment our Commerce in genera], and thereb 
or Exports and Imports to double what they 
e at preſent, it is certain, in Conſequence 
ereof, the Cuſtoms would be double what they 
eat preſent: But was there any Truth in 
fat your favorite Writer urges, (from the 
enger of encreaſing the Duties,) ſuch wile 
onduct in his Majeſty, would be equally dan- 
rous to our Liberties, with the Exciſe-Bill; 
cauſe, it is certain, the more Money was rais'd 
cm thoſe Fountains of the publick Revenue, 
e less would be neceſſary to be rais'd from 
e Land, Soap and Candles, &c. But your 
cchor, Sir, cannot reliſh taking off Taxes 
on the common Neceſſaries of Life, if the 
re Suws are to be rais'd upon foreign Super- 
ies; no: That is a Doctrine that favours 
mwuch of arbitrary Power, and the Deſtruction 
Parliaments. But who will believe him? He 
d better ſpeak what he thinks, viz. That 
ch a Scheme would only draw the A ffections 
che People too much to its Propoſers; and 
refore it is, ſuch Gentlemen fo violently op- 
ee it. Whoever Reads the Bill will find, that 
rcof the Caſtoms intended to have been con- 
Need into an In- land Duty, was to have been 
RP ted to the Crown, only during the Lite of his 
aeſty and appropriated to the Uſes of the Pub- 
Bk, as by other Acts, and that Bill, were duly 
propriated. And therefore all that Authors 
fections on what future wicked Princes poſſi - 
may do, are very low, and for wan: of 
—_ F-2 ſomething 
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Power to grant theſe Taxes annually, if h 


Majeſty? s Succeſſor, but to his Majeſty only for 2 


his Majeſty in other Parts of his Book, I am 


ſomething better to ſay; ſince the Parliamen 2 
on the Demiſe of every Prince have it in then 


Qualifications of the Succeſſor do not recon. 
mend him to the Confidence of Parliament fo 
ſo great a Truſt. ; 

If then theſe Duties are not perpetuated to hi 


Life; how the Danger of Miſapplication vill 
publick Money by wicked Princes, ſet for 
by that Writer in ſuch hideous Colours, is re. 
concileable with the Encomiums beſtow'd on 


at a Loſs to comprehend. In ſhort, Sir, the 
natural Conſequence of that Writer's Suggeſtion 
is ſimply this; that thoſe large Sums of Money 
which at preſent run into the Hands of national A 5 
Robbers and Smugglers, are more likely ro b 
applied to the Good of the Publick, than i 
the ſame Sums had been legally depoſited | into I 
the Exchequer, and under his Majeſty's Royal 
Care, till the ſame had been duly appropriate! 1 
by Parliament to the Eaſe of the Landes 
Intereſt, as intended. An admirable Comp 
ment on his Majeſty, truly]! Beſtow'd on hin 
without doubt to encreaſe the Affections of hi 3 
People towards him. Theſe Gentlemen hav 
hitherto choſe to wound the Character of 1 A 
Majeſty thro* the Sides of his Miniſtry, b 
here theſe Antiloyaliſts throw of the Maſk. 
Mer. That Author, Sir, has another Argul 
ment which I think is new too; it is, that tho! 
the Exciſe-bill has been repreſented as jaying 1 
no mw Duty, yet it is as great a Fallacy 8 
ever was offer'd to a Houſe of Commons. For 
& as the Law now ſtands, ſays he, it charges 
„ cy 


1 ( 45 ) 
den © every Hogſhead of Wine with ſuch a Cuſtom 

„. upon Importation 3 which once paid, I may 
mix, adulterate and compound my Wines as 
] pleaſe, without defrauding the Revenue; 
« ſince having paid all the Law requires, the 
Revenue has no farther Demand upon me; 
« it is to all Intents my own, and the Publick 
« has no more to do with it, tho* I make 
« uſe of it as an Ingredient in twenty Hogſ- 
© heads of Liquor, which I fell by the Name 
of Wine. It is true, I defraud the Publick, 
that is my Cuſtomer, if I ſel] them for Mine, 
© what is not both as pleaſant and wholſome 
as Vine; and ſo does a Cyger- Merchant, who 
© mixes Turnip-Juice with his Cyder; fo does 
a Goldſmith, who mixes his Gold, or Silver 
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with coo much Alloy, Sc. This, he ſays roo, 
an i them towards the Revenue; which beſides 
into the Immorality of it, would be as certainl 

301 nn ; whole Manufact 
R 01 RE a new Tax, as taxing. a whole Manufacture, 


gives a Sanction to ſuch Mixtures, by taxing 
riate inſtead of one Material uſed in compoundin 


_ 
..  _ 


ande it, which Vine only is ſuppos'd to be.“ 
pl. £44. It is obſervable, Sir, as I have made 


1 him ppear in divers Inſtances, theſe Objectors con- 
of his Wound the juſteſt Diſtinct ions, on purpoſe to miſ- 
ac ead and perplex their Readers; and now they 

lay the common ſophiſtical Cheat upou us, by 

aking abſurd Diſtinctions without a Difference. 
ay they, a Vintner pays all the Law 
Argu- 9 F requires, he does not rob the Publick :” But 
t tho eſe Men will not conſider that tho? the Vintner 


- HFS . . 
laing as paid ſuch a Duty as the Law requires, yet 
acy 6 he does not fell Vine, but any Quantity of 


«« For Mixture amongſt it (we will ſuppoſe one Half) 
charges e ſtill defrauds the Publick; ſince it will not 
ce ON 
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ſo, the Vintner deprives the Publick of one Half 


meſtick Expence of our Woolen Goods, ſo as 


(46) 


be deny'd, that every Man who drinks a Pin 3 


of Wine, and a Pint of poiſonous Liquors with 
it, thinking them a Bottle of Mine, would drink 
no leſs if his Bottle had been all Mine: From 
whence it follows, that the Vintner muſt buy 7 
double the Quantity of real Wine, and th: WW 
Merchant import proportionably ; and conſe. Wi 


quently double the Profit would come to the 
general Revenue, to the Eaſe of other Taxcs: 
But by felling one Half for Wine, which is not 


of the Revenue, the Cuſtomer of one Half of 
what he buys, and the Merchant of one Half of 
his Importation ; which is ſufficient to ſhew, that 
the Wine-Scheme would have been an Advan. 
tage to all, and a Fountain of Eaſe to other 
Taxes; and therefore what may be ſuppos'd to | 
be loft in the general Balance, by encreaſing our 
Importation from Portugal, would be amply 
made up to us, could we once lower the do- 


to underſel thoſe Nations, which are ſo much 
ſtriving to rival us in that invaluable Branch of 
our Britiſh Commerce. | J 
This Argument, indeed, is founded upon the 
Suppoſition, that as great a Quantity of real Wi 
Wine would be conſum'd, as there is now of 
their poiſonous Compounds. But thefe Gentlemen, i 
I imagine, will deny this, and ſay, that the Vininir i 
will raiſe his Price, he not being able to ger ſo 
much by the Sale of neat, as adulterated Vines; i 
and therefore the Conſumption would be di- 
miniſh*'d. Let this for Argument ſake be grant- 
ed; and let us ſuppoſe with them, that they 
will raiſe their Wine Six-Pence, nay, one Shil- Wl 
ling in the Bottle; yet it muſt be _ 3 
; that 


1 . | nat the Encreaſe or Decreaſe of the Price of 
hat is conſum'd, would only affect the Con- 


eamption in the Proportion as the Riſe or F all 
f the Price happens to be; ſo that if we ſup- 
of: it raiſed in Price one Shilling per Bottle, 
oe Third leſs only would be conſum'd, and 
ee conſumed two Thirds, being all Mine, would 
ee. one ſixth Part more than the whole Quantity 
o conſum'd, one Half whereof only being 
ppos'd Wine. If the Price was rais'd only Six- 
= cnce in the Bottle, as would be more proba- 
ile, chen one Fifth leſs only would be conſum'd, 
ad the conſum'd four Fifths, being all Vine, 
ould be three Tenths more than the whole 
uantity at preſent conſum'd. This Reaſoning, 
Which is mathematically true, will hold good, 
r the Quantity adulterated be more or leſs. 
et how would obliging the Vintner to pay Duty 
r every Bottle he ſells as a Bottle of Mine, 
oe any Sanction to his Adulteration, as that 
; WD uthor aſſerts? Does it take away the Power 
fany Law in Force againſt him for ſuch Practi- 
s There is at preſent an In- land Duty on Can- 
es; and if a Tallow-Chandler uſes falſe Weights, 
ad ſells three Quarters of a Pound for a Pound, 
ould it be any Exemption from Puniſhment, | 
could he clude the Laws againſt ſuch Trick- 
8-5, by pleading he had paid Duty for a Pound, 
* hen he had actually defrauded the Buyer of a 
arter-Part of what he contracted for? 
= be pitiful Sophiſtry of thoſe Writers, Sir, 
= ſtill farther remarkable in that Paſſage you 
WP ude to. The Term Publick, ſay the 
(peaking of Robbing the Publick ) in one Senle 
T4 ſignifies the Revenue; in another Place the 
2 * Cuſtomers of the Vintner only ; and a High- 
3 3 1 «© wayiman 
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(48) 


„ wayman or Pickpocket may as well be (ii 
% to rob the Revenue as a Vintner, who («Il 


compound Liquors.” Behold theſe Advocats 
for Sophiſtication! By the Revenue, Sir, is al. 


ways underſtood, by Men who have no Inten 


55 deceive, the whole publick Treaſure, levy«M 
or the Support of the State; and by the Term ny 
Publick is plainly meant the whole Community, 


or collective Body of the People; but if th 
Publick be confin'd, as that Author would hav 
it, only to ſignify the Cuſtomers of the Vintner 
then indeed every intner has a Republick toil 
himſelf, and by cheating them, he only cheat 
his own Republick, and not the general Com- 


Publick, but only thoſe Perſons who fall in their 
Way, as a Vininer may, who only defraud i 
his Cuſtomers. From this impoſitious Diſtinction Ml 
of your admir'd Writer, it will appear, that, ex. 4 


cluſive of the Revenue, no Man can do an Act. 
againſt the Publick, but where all the Indivi- 
duals are immediately injur' d. If ſuch Reaſon- 5 


ing holds good, then all our Laws and Proſe- 


cutions againſt Higbwaymen, which have been i 
founded on a Suppoſition, that he who robs on: Will 
Man, robs and injures the whole Community, 
are fallacious in the very firſt Principles; all the 


celebrated Lawgivers of Greece and Rome are, 5 


by theſe Gentlemen, Blockheads; and all ſuf 
fering Higbwaymen have been put to Death un- 
juſtly. In ſhort, Sir, this Argument of theirs, 


if it, proves any Thing, proves, that no Man 
merits the Gallows, but fach Authors who in- 


jure the Bulk of the Nation, by wantonly ſport- Wl 
ing with their Weakneſs and Credulity. Me. 


( 49 ) 


Mer, As to the Point of Brewing and Adul- 
e {al ration of Wines, I confeſs I am not ſharp-lighted 
ſel i hough to fee how the Scheme would have put 


©) 
We 72 . 
* re 
— 25 
2 * 
5 ; 
A 


Ocats stop to theſe Practices. For if Malt-Spirits, 
is a. er, Perry, &c. are the Particulars where- 


ith this Sophiſtication is carried on, the Mine- 


Intem 
bo pers and Vintners, whilſt the Daty upon 


evyd 4 | a 


Ter s continues ſo much higher than upon thoſe 
unity, ulterating Ingredients, will ſtill have ſtrong 
if the 


otives, notwirhſtanding all the Rigour and 
verity of an Eiciſe- Inſgection, to Brewing, 
—_— Adulteration, Sc. becauſe thoſe Mixtures, 
ck to en they are made to pay the Duty of Mine, 
certainly be afforded cheaper than neat 
„„, can be imported. 
Jigb. 8 Landb. The Ingredients, Sir, wherewith you 
pode this Adulteration carried on, are already 
b the red; fo that the Tax would be double to 
h Chcats who miſapplied them, but jingle to 
gaders who apply'd them honeſtly. But waar. 
u contend for is to invert the Caſe; that ho- 
ſt Men may pay a double Tax, and Rogues 


r aud; $M 
1Ction nl 
t, ex- 
1 Ad ſingle one; which Policy, I think, none can 
div prove, but they who live by Trick and Cheat, 
-aſon- lage, and Plunder. Suppoſing an Exciſe did 
Proſe t abſolutely (tho' it would in a great Mea- 
been re) put a Stop to thoſe pernicious Practices, 
s one r no Man fure can heſitate a Moment in de- 
unity, mining which is moſt for the publick Good; 
1] the lex upon Roguery, or a Tax upon the common 
are, eceſlaries of Life, and the Staple Commodities 
| fu. our Country. To make ſuch Objections as 
h un- eſe. Sir, is only hanging upon the Skirts of 
heirs, 


e Controverſy ; nibbling at a few Inconve- 
Man encies to Traders ; and to ſuch only, who deſerve 
0 in- favourable Treatment from the Community. 
ſport- 2 | 8 | 5 1 
Mer. | Y 
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- ns A 
'Tis of little Significancy to diſpute about te 
Scheme propos'd, till this fundamental Point b- WK 
fertled ; which is the moſt eligible ; the Co.. 
verſion of a Duty upon two foreign Super fluiti: Wl 
from Cuſtoms to Exciſes, or the perpetuatine i 
the Land- Tax? Had this Propoſition been with 
Temper diſcuſs'd by a Parliamentary Inquiſiti- 
on, I have Reaſon to believe, that a Land-Ti 
would have appear'd rather prejudicial to Trade, 
and the other a general Benefit to it: Nay, had 
the Surpluſſes not been propoſed to have been 
appropriated to the Eaſe of the Landed- Intereſt, 
but to the taking off any other Tax; ai 
that upon Soap and Candles, or the like; the 
Deſign would have merited the higheſt Ap. 

lauſe. For the Eaſe of the Planters, and keep. 

ing all Traders upon a Level, were of them. 
ſelves ſufficient to recommend it. But inſtead 
of entring into the Bottom of the grand and ! 


. 


eſſential Point, Menaces of an Inſurrection wer 
fulminated againſt the Senate; intimidating 
Mobs, Infults, and Cavalcades were rais'd ; and 
every kind of Spright that tended to perver 
and miſguide Men's Judgments. 4 
If Senates are to be thus treated, and the 
Freedom of Debate obſtructed, the Throw of «Rx 
Die may as well determine what is for the 


the Freedom of Parliaments, have done the moſt 1 
to deſtroy both; and they who cry our ſo loud 
for the Liberty of the Prefs, and the Indepen- 


dency of Parliaments, would have none _ * 3 
| pearl 


"*E 


Si 
E 


651) 


zeal but themſelves, and the Parliament de- 
nt - endent on the Humours of the Multitude. 
Cor RE Mer. I ſhall not take upon me, Sir, to juſtify 
Juin ie Conduct of any Men, but confine myſelf cloſe- 
ating to the Merits of the Cauſe ; and therefore I join 
aue with you, Sir, and recur to the eſſential 
uiſit. Point, of Eaſing the Land, and its neceſſary Ef- 
Nc, which you have ſo much inſiſted on. At 


Ro”. bo 

28 * 

2 * by 7 

1 

N 2:47 s 
0 * 

c the "= 
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rade ra, I waved this, thinking, indeed, I ſhould 
„ had ve been able to have ſilenc'd you, without 
been Wiring upon this Branch of the Argument. 

creſt, CLanded-Men are always for ſhifting the Taxes 


; 1 von Commodities, and they imagine themſelves 
; the cry politick in fo doing, becauſe they give 
emſelves, ſeemingly, an immediate Eaſe ; but 
keep- 44 jey are only amus'd and deceiv'd. For tho 
ey do not pay the Tax feelingly, when it is 
oon Commodities; yet, they will find their 
orſes at the Year's End as much emptied : 
wer heir Money, then indeed, goes from 'em by 
ating w ribblets, and imperceptibly, yet at long Run 
1 and 9 cy pay the ſame. 
erver Sir, Agreeable to this, argues that Great 
lan Mr. Lock, whoſe Authority you have cited 
pon other Occaſions, and therefore *tis not to 
e queſtion'd but you will pay as high a Re- 
r the ard to his Opinion upon this. Taxes, ſays 
he, however contrived, and out of whoſe 


meet 
Wil. Hands ſoever immediately taken, do in a 
ws to Country where their great Fund is in Land, 
Who for the moſt Part terminate upon Land. 
„ and! Whatſoever the People is chiefly maintained 
most by, chat the Government ſupports itſelf on:“ 
oudly * nd in another Place he ſays, A Tax laid 
lepen- upon Land ſeems hard to the Landbolder, 
ite or e becauſe it is ſo much Money going viſibly 


G 2 & gut 


__ 
*. == 
4 
N 
1 


.- 
- * - 
-4 


2 48 


— —— — 
% 


— 
. 

ww. A. * 

1 a 


— — 
— 2 
pe . — 
— —— 
* - 4 1 — 2 
= 


— * 
y —— * R a * Ss 2 hey b 4 "uh. 
1 * ; = * 2 bo, Of , yr * 2 2 7 - - — L 
- al 7 « 4 D . . 4 ö 8 . * - a 
n n * „„ 1 =p Rp 
44 1 N — . * ++ = - „ - - 

oh 3 — 4 —— a i egnethe., 4d. _— . 8 TOs = 

— —— = a. = — 2 — — a £ —_ 0 * — DP = wy SS — — * 1 * 


along fer granted; and therefore I can't ſee how 


1 
44:4 
I 
1 
1 
14 k 
© 
Y | 


1 
l 
\ 
: 
* a 
: 
. \ ++ 
: N 
* 
F 
oY 
1 . 
14 
. . 
, 4 
& a. " 
+ © 58 
= 3.01 
i s = 
FT _ 4 
* + 8. ' 
\ N 
= 
* 
+ 4 ” :, 
p 
7 of 
. 751 
1 
* 
X _ 
: r 
1 
, . 
; | - 4! 
iF- \ 4 4 * 
1 
.* 2 i 
: * 
+4 : 
— ' 
Si 3 
* . p F 
„ 
N 
I 4 
£43 [4 
= >» = : 
» g 
3 
n - . 
4 3 1 
- +3 & 
xl; | 
A » ! 
4+ 1 
- +48 ; 
1 £44 
Ne 4 
* 144 3} 
p : l 
- 
- :X 7 bo 
E . 
2 4 
3 © 
: 4 4 . 
* 
WT e 
9 
13 4 
6 : 
4 i 
15 
44 
* 1 
C + } 
l 
Fi = 
_ 9 1 
6.3 ? ' nn 
8 8 
j * LANs. 
» Bs A +1 
4 i 
; L | 
4 . : q 
. 
= * 
* 
By i 
I a 11 
. : 7 
1 
++ 
; $, 
; 2» & „ 
{ *4 : 
41449 
C14 74 
$ ; 
- : 
„ 8” - * 
16 ; 
« ry * 
. 
. 
l 


( 52) 


out of his Pocket; and therefore as an Ex 4 
to himſelf, the Landbolder is always forward 
<« to lay it upon Commodities : But if he 0 
« throughly conſider it, and examine the E 
fects, he will find he buys this ſeeming Eat 
Hat a very dear Rate, and tho' he pays ro 
„this Tax immediately out of his own Purſ, Al 
de yet there will be more wanting there, at the -_ 
« End of the Year, than that comes to, G 
Beſides, Sir, I can't conceive how a Land 7. Tall A 
has that Effect upon Trage, you have taken ll 4 
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Trade would be advantag'd by it, was it taken L 
quite off. A Land. Tax, ſo far from being any De. 
triment to Trade, appears to me a great Eaſe 10 q 
it, by keeping Taxes off from Commodities 
Landb. *T1s true, Sir, throughout the whok® 
Debate I have endeavoured to ſhew how Ceri. 4 
mental a Land-Tax is to Trade; and thercfor 
how beneficial Taking it off muſt neceſſarily be. 
And ſince you ſeem not to be ſatis fied with lo 
] have already communicated to you upon that Wl 
Head, I ſhall take a diflerent way to illuftiat: 1 
this Point. * 
To prove that the Taking off a Land- Tur 1 
would have thoſe good Effects upon Trade 15 
have inſiſted on, by Jowering the Prices of our 
Wor len Manilfacturc, it is {ufficient to ſtew thit 
the laving, on a Tax upon Land will raiſe them. 
To which End, let us ſuppoſe that the whole E 
Revenue of the State was ro be raiſed irom the 
Lands, (which indeed our modern Ma. —_— 9 
have frequently contended for,) it would od 
mount to about Eleven Shillings in the Pound | 
This Step would ar once ſtrip all the Freebolder: 
of half their Eſtates. Now, if we take a Sur- 


3 
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Eat of all the Freebolders in the Kingdom, we 
virt an find at leaſt one half of them who can 
vt barely ſubſiſt upon the annual Rent of their 
ni: So that the firſt thing that ſuch Land- 
ers would be neceſſitated to do, would be 
not 1 mediately to enter upon their own Eſtates, and 


urſe, their own Labour and. Cultivation add ro 
1h: We original Rent the Profits that now fall to 
8 eir Tenants. Such who would become Occu— 


rs of their own Lands we may ſuppoſe to be 
Ne Fourth Part of the Landbolders; which 
old neceſſarily turn one Fourth of all the 
enants in England out of their Farms. And 
dme Reſidue of the Lands to be Lett, there 
old be more Tenants than Farms; who, be- 


e to | 
irie, bred to Huſbandry and Agriculture, and in- 
„hoh able of providing for their Families any o- 
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cri HE Way, would bid one above the other for the 
rms; and thereby, as Mr. Lock ſays, raiſe the 
ns, as much as the Price of any Commodity is 
cc in a Market where there are more Buyers 
en Scliers. This muſt inevitably raiſe the 
: RF ices of all the Commodities produced by the 
ands, to enable the Tenants to pay their extra- 
Linary Rents; and thoſe, who held their own 
ands, would of courſe raiſe their Produce to the 
arket Price. Thus the Neceſſaries of Life being 
that ed by the great Land- Tax, the Labourers, and 
aeauficers who ſubſiſt upon thoſe Neceſſaries 
tt raiſe their Labour in Proportion. Hence, 
r only the Price of every Ingredient uſed in 
en, e Staple Commodity, Cloth, muſt be enhanced, 
d 2 err the Labour of the firſt Manufacturers, and 
ound. ery labouring intermediate Carrier and Dealer 
den uſt be likewiſe encreaſed, till it comes to the 
Sur: lands of the Merchant. Whether theſe Pro- 
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portions I have 3 upon be juſt or not, ui % 
immaterial: It is ſufficient to my Purpoſe ache 
ſnew what muſt be the natural Effects of ſun 
a Land-Tax. And whatever Tax be laid upafi 3 4 . 
Land, the Rents and Produce thereof will >| 


in a continual Flux of Raiſing, ill the Landon | 
finds his Gains to be as great after the Deduction Þ 


of that Tax, as before it was impoſed. Expr 
rience confirms the Truth of this Reaſoning, ani 
ſhews that the Land itſelf, and from thence — 3 RK 


W 
z 1 
4 A | 


made Manufactures, have been raiſed in only ar 
Price one Fifth Part ſince the Land-Tayx has = u 
impoſed. 1 
Mr. Lock indeed has been frequently cited al J 
this Controverſy, to ſhew that he was of Opinion 9 
that a Land- Tax was preferable Taxes upon Com 
modities; and from his Authority fome have in. 
ſinuated the Reaſonableneſs of laying all Taxa 
upon Land at once; but this, Sir, is {training | 
and perverting the Senſe of that great Man u 
order to cpprets the Landbolders. << Taxes, ſax 1 
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he, however contrived, and out of whoſe Hand 
cc ſoever immediately taken, do, in a Countti nl 
c where the Great Fund is in Land, for the mot 
<< part terminate upon Land.” And I remembx* Wi 

in another Part of that fame Piece of Reaſoning, b. 
he ſays, in Anſwer to Holland's being brougit 
as an Inſtance of laying the Expence of ti: ne 
State upon Trade, Lay the Taxes, ſays he, ys 
< where you will, the Land every where nel 
«< Proportion bears the greater Share. The: Wn 
Paſſages, Sir, with many other I could produce, ny 
may ſuffice to. ſhew, that the true Meaning o 

Mr. Lock, is, That if the Taxes on Commod- Wl 


Lies: are more than the Proportion of their "I 
| rs 
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rs to the Value of Land, ſuch ſuper- propor- 
nable Charge will not ultimately reſt on thoſe 
WE nmodities, but continually fluctuate till it 
mes and ſettles upon the Land, where there 
ulld be, in ſuch a Caſe, the greateſt Room 
receive it. 
Mr. Lock can never mean that Landed Men, 
more than Merchants, pay Taxes upon 
ömmodities any otherwiſe than as Conſumers 
= thoſe Commodities. Whilſt there is a Tax 
on Commodities, and none upon Land, the 
Ended Man pays no Tax as a Landed Man 
Sw then can a Tax upon Commodities affect 
Land, as ſuch, any more than a Land. Ta 
affect the Capital of a Money'd Man which 
reeps in the Funds? / 
hut Gentlemen have wreſted the Senſe of this 
eat Author, and made him ſpeak their Sen- 
eents, not his own; they have labour'd to 
e that he was an Oppreſſor of the Landed- 
; and would have all Taxes laid upon them, 
ad not upon foreign Commodities; than 
iich Policy, nothing can be more fatal. In- 
ed was our Iſland fo circumſtantiated, as to 
n cependent of all foreign Trade, and con- 
m'd no foreign Superfluities; and were we to 
bſiſt on the natural Produce and Labour of its 
i 2 bicants only; then, as the whole Maſs of 
eo operty reſted and depended upon the Land, the 
ad alone muſt ſupport the State. 
u But when the Circumſtances of England are 
: Pang'd; when our foreign Trade is more ex- 
cue than ever yet was known in this Hand, 
the whole Nation fo greatly encreas'd in 
-  iches and People, and conſequently the Ex- 
Pence of the State proportionably augment- 
* ed: 
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(56) 
ed: If in theſe Circumſtances, when EAg 
has ſo prodigiouſly encreaſed in Foreign TH 
and the Land-owner is {till to maintain oa 
whole Expence of the State out of the naty 
Produce of his Land, the Land-owner's [i 
reſt will become diametrically oppoſite to H 
of the Nation; becauſe as the Nation encrea;Ml 
in Riches and Grandeur, the Land-owner ni 
be proportionably impoveriſhed. Nor wou 
the Effects of ſuch Conduct terminate only MM 
the diſtreſs'd Landholders, but muſt end in 1 


15 


the whole Rents of all the Lands would be ſul 
lowed up in the publick Expence. The Lan 
would be reduced to the Value of Nothing; an 
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State might become ſo great by its Trade, thi 


5 by 

_ 

1 5 
* 1 


the Crown having a Right to ſeize every Mal 1 
Land for its Debts, would inevitably 8m 


come the Proprietor of all the Lands in tl 1 
Kingdom, and be again reinſtated in the Can 
city of the Conqueror. Who, Sir, in ſuch ( k 
cumſtancs, could reſt his Goods, or ſtand ſecuſ 
on Engliſh Ground, without Permiſſion from hl 
Crown? Where then would be our Briti/5 F 
holders to elect a Parliament, when the Laugh 
are annexed to the Crown? No Friend to tl 
Country can think of ſuch a State without Tru g 
bling, and yer 1t ĩs the natural Effects of their IR 
liticks, who are for continuing a Land-Tax, . 
perſwading us that laying all Taxes in genera 
upon the Land is the greateſt Advantage to Tad 
Mr. Lock ſays, Sir, in the ſame Treatiſe youll 
have quoted, That a Tax upon Wheat, nl 
g ws 4 a f 
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any native Commodity, would make it cheaper 
co cht firſt Seller, as the Tax making it 
earer to the Conſumer, it will be more ſpa- 
ringly conſumed. But then it muſt be con- 
red, that if our native Commodities were ex- 
, and that Part which is exported to go free 
n that Tax, it would be an Encouragement 
WExportation ; for that Tax leflens their Price, 
makes them yield leſs to the firſt Seller. 
, it the Merchant who exports, only pays 
the firſt Seller, he will conſequently export 
cheaper. On the other hand, if the lay ing 
ax on our Native Commodities makes them 
per to the firſt Seller, the taking that Tax 
and laying it upon Land muſt' make the 
ol, Flax, Sc. dearer to the firſt Seller. So that 
WW Reaſoning of Mr. Lock, though he has been 
eently cited as an Authority for laying the 
oben of the Revenue upon Land, exactly qua- 
es with the whole Chain of my Argument 
WO ppolicion to it. | 

agree with Mr. Lock, that where the Produce 
e Land is charged, it would affect the Land, 
cauſing a leſſer Conſumption, and rendring 
Price leis to the Tenant; and if, by a 
ringneſs in the Conſumption, the Produce 
uld be render*d one Fourth cheaper, it would 
W-qually the ſame as if the Landlord pay'd it 
of his Pocket, by a Land-Tax. But then I 
ft inſiſt that the Loſs, which terminates in the 
W:4>older, by the Tax upon any Species of 
mo dities produc'd from the Land, termi- 
in that Land only which produc'd thoſe 
Wn modities; and conſequently the Loſs by a 
yy on Portugal Wines, French Wines or 
ig, or any Foreign Production, muſt ter- 
5 H minate 


(58) I 
minate in the Proprietors in Foreign Lands, not 
in the Britih Landbolder, as Mr. Lock has been 
unjuſtly made to ſay. 

To render this Argument indiſputable, I wil i 
| - it a Step farther; and in the very ſam 
ath of Reaſoning that Mr. Lock himſelf ha 
ſtruck out. Let us ſuppoſe a great Tract oi 
Land, capable of bearing nothing but Whea, 
and all the Wheat in England; and a Tax wlll 
laid upon Wheat only, and all other Commod. 
ties were free from a Tax: Was this the Cai: 
according to Mr. Lock, every one would be 
come ſparing in the Uſe of Wheat; there wou 
be fewer Buyers, and yet the ſame Number «8 
Sellers, and the ſame Quantity of Wheat to ſel 
The Price therefore to the Tenant muſt be leß 
and thereupon he will pay his Landlord le 
Rent. Now, will not this ſame way of Reaſon Wl 
ing hold equally good, when apply'd to Foreini 
Commodities, and Foreign Land? If it wil. 
then let us ſuppoſe a certain, Tract of Ground 
in France, produc'd all the Wine we conſum'dl 
in England, when that Commodity was import. 
ed Duty free; and afterwards we impos'd a high 
Duty thereupon ; would not this leſſen its Con. 
ſumption here? For there would, agreeable ti 
Mr. Lock, be fewer Buyers, and therefore the Te. 
nants of the Vineyard muſt fell at ſuch Pric 
as they are able. And as their Prices muſt fall 
to a low Ebb with the firſt Seller, ſo conſequent 
ly muſt the Rents of their Lands. From when 
it moſt plainly and evidently follows, that un 
any Tax upon Foreign Commodities, that Par 
which terminates upon Land, muſt terminate upon 
the Land of Foreign Countries, and their Occup! 
ers only; and conſeouently the Money rail 
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L by Taxes upon Foreign Commodities 1s raiſed out 
f other Countries, to ſupply the publick Exi- 
eencies of our own. 

Should it be objected that our own Subjects 
ill conſume the ſame Quantity of Foreign Su- 
fries when dear, as cheap, thro' their Va- 
iy or Luxuriouſneſs; I anſwer abſolutely, they 
ill not; and for the Truth of this, I would 
ly refer to thoſe Counties in England, where 
7: Vine is notoriouſly imported withoat 
aying the Duty. I think I may fafely ſay, 
ithout any Hyperbole, that there is more French 
ie conſum'd in one of thoſe Counties, than 
Where is in any other fen over the Kingdom, 
Sf the ſame Number of Inhabitants, where the 
Duty is legally and duly paid. But fuppoſing 


SW anity and Affectation of Grandeur ſhould 
rompt Men to drink French Vine, as plenti- 
Fully when dear, as cheap, and without a Tax; 
9 et theſe muſt be money'd Men, and Men of 
arge Fortunes, who are capable of doing ſo ; 
1 nd then the publick Expence would be rais'd 


rom the wealthy Subjects in our own Country; 
nd the Land of our own Country, and the Ar- 
= ficcrs and Manufacturers neceſſarily be eaſed ; 
nd thereby enabled to export our own Manu- 
_ cures the cheaper: And no Man can repine 
the Impoſition of any Tax, when it is at his 
pion whether he will oblige himſelf to the 
ayment of it, or no. 

Thus, Sir, I think I have fully and impar- 
jally made it appear, that a Tax upon our own 
ad is very prejudicial to Trade, and therefore 
scheme to take it off, and lay it upon foreign 
nd, muſt be a great Advantage to it. Wt. t 
ben have Traders been doing of, by their Ru- 
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which was moſt apparently calculated for thi 
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Benefit in general; that they might not b 
underſold by Foreigners at all the Markets nv 
Europe, in the prime Commodity of our Ny 
tion? Tho' Vine. Coopers, Vintners, and Tobacco 
Factors have decry'd the Deſign, ſure, the Mr. 
chants, Exporters of our. Woolen Manutactuy 
could not do fo : All the Clothiers, their Fader, 
all the Tenants, and Freebolders, and every on 
any ways concern'd in the Eaſement of the Lad 

mult applaud it. The Wine Merchants alſo, iii 
they know their own Intereſt; muſt commenWM 

the Deſign, becauſe it would turn the Hie 
Trade into its proper and natural Channel; thi 
own Hands: It would wreſt jt from the Hand 
of Wine-Coopers, and Adulterators, who jv 
engrols*'d that Trade to themſelves, under! 
the honeft Importers, tyrannize over the Ma 
jority ot Vininers, whom by every Artifice they 
make dependent upon *em, monopolize the who! 
Trade into their own Hands, and ſerve th: 
Vintners and the whole Nation with any Sort 
of ſophiſticated Mixtures, that will bring tie 
moſt exorbitant Gains into their own Coſters. 
Mer. Another Point throughout this Con- 
troverſy, Sir, that you have all along taken icr 
granted, is, that the Planters in Maryland and 
Virginia would be highly advantag'd by this 
Scheme; that they thinking themſelves grievaully 
oppreſs*'d by their Factors, voluntarily ſolicited 
the Miniſiry to eale them from their Tyranny. 
But I cannot conceive, Sir, of what Benefit this 
Scheme could poſſibly be to the Plauters; nor 
ean I think but it was a mini/terial Artiſice to 
draw them into it. Whether the whole * 
e 


(679 
e paid immediately, bonded, or paid by Piece- 
cas, as the Goods are diſpos'd of, what fig- 
ißes it to the Planter? If the Fadlor can make 
ay little Advantages by the Allowance at the 
1ſtombouſe for Prompt Payment, how can this 
rejodice the Planters ? Their Commiſſions, Sir, 
re extremely fatigueing to a Factor; they con- 
Wt of innumerable Particulars, and therefore 
W-cquire ſome Profit extraordinary to execute 
them. | 
Landb. I find, Sir, you ſuffer nothing ma- 
[WW crial to eſcape your Notice, tho? it renders the 
Piſpute pretty tedious. But ſince you are not 
red with objecting, I muſt not be ſo with 
W:nwering. What moſt ſurprizes me, is to hear 
an Objection of this Kind, from a Gentleman ſo 
cl! vers'd in Trade as yourſelf, I would, to 
ect this Point in as clear a Light as I am able, 
compare it with your own Trade to Spain and 
Portugal in the Woolen Way. For as you ex- 
port our Manufactures to be ſold in thoſe King- 
doms by your Factors there, to whom you allow 
Commiſſion for fo doing; ſo do our Planters in 
Anerica fend over to their Factors in England, 
Lobacco to be fold here, or exported to other 
Parts of Europe. Now, Sir, there is a Du 
in Spain and Portugal upon our Woolen Goods; 
of which, if your Factors clandeſtinely avoid the 
Payment, would it not be of great Prejudice to 
the whole Body of Britiſh Exporters? Would 
not the Frequency of ſuch Practices fink the 
Price of our Woolen Goods, by impowering one 
Factor to underſe! another? But the Planters in 
America are affected in a much greater Degree; 
becauſe the Circumſtances of the Trades differ. 
For whilſt Factors, by the Connivance and Cor- 
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ruption of Cu/tombouſe-Officers, are capable Ml 


clandeſtinely evading the Duty of ſo conſiderah]; 7 


a Part of the Tobacco that is imported, they na 
only prejudice their Brethren the reputable Tac 
bur moſt grievouſly oppreſs the Planter. For 
Experience puts it beyond Diſpute, that a Faq 
who has a Quantity of any Commodity, which 
by Law ought to pay an high Duty, and ye 
pays none, will fell at any Rate, in order to be 
preferr*d to others, who do not take the ſam: 
Meaſures ; and by the continued Frequency oi 


ſuch Bargains, every Body is at Jaſt reduc'd u 
ſach a Price, as muſt diſgrace their Manage. 
ment with their Correſpondents ; whilſt the frau 
dulent Factors can afford to allow thoſe tha 
conſign to them ſomething out of their Frauds, 


ſo as to make their Accounts appear much bet. 
ter, and thereby raiſe a great Reputation abroad 
for out-doing their Brethren, which till enable 
them to do the greater Miſchief. 

From the Method of Bonding, Factors are un. 
der a great Temptation to ſell for Exportation 
the Tobaccos entruſted to their Care, without any 
Regard to the Price; and merely to diſcharge 
their Bonds; by which means, not only the 
Balance of this profitable Branch of Trade 5 
conſiderably lefien'd, by el8gging and over- 
loading the Markets in Foreign Countries, but 
the Commodity is depreciated to a very great 
Degree. Thus 1s it apparent how greatly the 
Planter is injur'd in the Sale, and even ſome- i 
times brought in Debt, while the FaFor re- 
ceives his full Commiſſions, even for the Duty 
bonded, and drawn-back by ſuch haſty Expor- 
tations, which in this Caſe ſeems to be his prin- 
cipal View. 

Was 
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Was the Tobacco exciſed, Merchants, having 
o Temptation to do otherwiſe, would keep the 
BE bacco here, till it was wanted abroad; the 
ayers there would, in Regard to their own 
Wncereſt, not exceed the preſent Exigencies of 
be Market, and yet perhaps there would not 
Wc a Scarcity of Buyers in ſeveral Parts of Eu- 
oe, for the whole Quantity imported, above 
bat may ſerve the Home-Conſumption. 
= 1 necd not mention to you, Sir, who are ſo 
ell acquainted with Affairs of this Kind, how 
rievous and injurious to the Sureties bound 
ich the Merchant to the Crown, this Practice 
=: ; fnce by this means they continue ſubject 
the Debt, long after the Tobacco for the Du- 
Ji of which they were bound, has been either 
ported, or fold for Home-Conſumption 
dich has been the unfortunate Caſe of almoſt 
WE! thoſe who were Security for ſuch Merchants as 
ied, or broke indebted to the Crown, many 
of whom have been undone thereby. - 
The Method of diſcharging old Bonds by 
ew Importations, contrary to Law, and even 
contrary to the Oath taken by the Importer, is 
attended with other ill Conſequences. By this 
means the Factor is enabled to get into his 
Hands a conſiderable Sum of Money, to be 
employ'd in Trade, at Intereſt, or in any other 
Manner that he thinks proper, to the Hazard of 
che Revenue. And if he is a bold unſucceſsful 
Adventurer, the more Bondſmen are in Danger 
of being involved in his Misfortunes : This be- 
ing conſidered, makes it no Wonder to ſee bold 
Attempts for Frauds, either Inwards or Out- 
wards, to extricate themſclves out of ſuch Dif- 
ficulties. And whilſt theſe Temptations remain, 
| Frauds 
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Frauds will go on, and the Planters mul | 


Aer. 1: 'f I 
The cuſtomary Allowance to the Factor is oe. 
nerally three 4 Cent. Two and a Half for Sal: 
and the other Half for infuring Debts ; and who. 
ever deſires to he inſur d, mutt ſubmit to pay i 
much upon the whole Duties, not only * 
Tobacco ſold for Home-Conſumption, where ther 
is a Hazard) but for that which is exported u 
Foreign Markets, where there is no Duty at all 
which: is an intolerable Burthen to the Planters 
But if Factors were diſcharged from giving 


Bonds, they could have no Pretence to charg 


Commiſſion upon the nominal Duty on ex ported 
Tobacco, which would eaſe the Planters. of many 
Thouſands a Year, in this ſingle Article only, 
Had the Exciſe taken Place, all theſe Hardſhip 
would have been effectually prevented; the Gre 
vances of Planters would have been redreſs'd; 
Bonding would have ceaſed, and therefore all it 
fatal Conſequences to Sureties, Factors, and 
Planters Factors would have been upon an E- 


quality, and young Gentlemen of ſmall Fortunes 


and fair Characters might partake of a Share of 
the Commiſſion Buſineſs from our Plantations; 
who would do it cheaper for: the Planters that 
what it is at preſent, and acquire handſome. For. 
tunes by ir too. For as this Branch of Trad 
then would not require large Sums to be ad 
vanced for Duties, nor require Bondſmen to 
the Crown, which is very difficult to obtain; 
ſo nothing: would be neceſſary in a Factor, but 
a good Underſtanding, good Acquaintance, and 
Credit; 0. 2154, i 


Commiſion Buſineſs, Sir, you know has been 
always eſteem'd the beft, becauſe the 1 
Branc 
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tanch of Buſineſs. There is Money enough to 
e got by it, without the exorbitant Gains by 
=, and Diſcount for Prompt Payment of 
Je Duties. Factors when they buy large 24an- 
bis of our Manufactures together for ſeveral 
Planters, they buy them at cheap Rates, but 
bey take Care generally to charge the full 
larket Price; which is another Fountain of 
ain; and may ſerve as an Anſwer to the extra- 
Sr dinary Fatigue, you hinted at, they have in buy- 
ns ſuch Variety of Particulars; in which there 
= little Trouble, when a Man has his Tradeſmen 
eady to furniſh him. 
The Article of ten per Cent. allow'd for 
EP romp. Payment of theſe Duties, was intended 
py Parliament as an Advantage to the Planter 
ot this is turn'd into the Factor's Channel of 
ain. Tho' the Factors account this the moſt 
eneficial Perquiſit to themſelves, yet it proves 
le Reverſe to the Planter, if he can afford to 
epoſit Money in his Factor's Hands for that 
= urpoſe. For one hundred Hogſheads of 7. 
Waco he muſt lodge eighteen hundred Pounds 
his Fackor's Hands; when this is done, ano- 
er hundred Flogſheads is ſent the next Year ; 
ut the former Conſignment is either not ſold, 
r no Money received upon it, which makes 
neceſſary for the Planter to provide the ſame 
um again: So that in the Courſe of very flow 
Way ments (which, upon ſuch an Occaſion, is very 
auch complain'd of by the Factor) a Planter muſt 
eep three thouſand fix hundred Pounds employ- 
WE conſtantly for the ſake of the Diſcount upon 
ne hundred Hogſheads, which reduces them to 
| very ſmall Intereſt; and that which the Factor 
Wnakes ten per Cent. of, the Planter does not 
x I | make 
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publick Money; and not long before this Con. 
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make above three; and for the ſake of this ſmall 
Intereſt, he muſt truſt without Security, ai 
has no Objection to make againſt the Faru 
charging him with the Loſs of the whole. 4 

This, Sir, I think, muſt be allow'd, by even 
conſcientious Man, to be a very great Hardi 
upon our Britiſh Plantations ; and as the Plan 
ers are ſo ready to give up this intended A 
vantage, it is an indiſputable Proof that they 
never received any Benefit by it. The Queſt: 
on, Sir, that next naturally ariſes, is, Wuherh«l 
it be more for the Publick Good that t. 
Factors ſhould be allow'd to extract ſo mani 
Thouſands a Year out of the Publick Revenue 
or be oblig*d, inſtead thereof, to trade with tha 
Money, and thereby augment the Riches of tu 
Nation, and not be ſuffer' d to ſqueeze their Gaui 
out of the Vitals of their own Country? Andi 
ſure no Patriot can determine this Queſtion ii 
Favour of the Factor. _— 
And here, Sir, I cannot but take Occaſion u 
obſerve to you, the Conduct of thoſe Gentlenu 
who have ſo hotly oppoſed the Scheme. In ti 
Courſe of their late Writings, they have frequent: 
ly recommended to the Miniſtry Frugality of ti 


troverſy was ſet a Foot, I remember, they repre 
ſented, in a very pompous Manner, the great Ne. 
ceſſity of the Government's encouraging ou 
Colonies and Plantations in America; and ſhew 
how beneficial thoſe Branches of Trade were ti 
their Mother Country, from the Share they ha 
in balancing the Trade with Foreign Nations; 
from the great Numberof Ships and Seamen which 
are employ'd;in them, and the : Conſumption 
they occaſion of the Manufactures of W : 
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Plantations. For Confirmation of this Char: 
againſt them, they begin to talk of a Combim. 
tion to raiſe their Commiſſion upon the Plants; 
from three per Cent. to four and a half, becayf 
they know it is impoſſible to employ any i 
the Trade, but thoſe who are bred up to it 
and have a well eſtabliſn'd Credit. Thus d 
they deſign to tyrannize it, ſince they hay 
carried their Point! And now, Sir, can ay 
Gentleman, who will liſten to the till Voice of 
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1 det 
4 op | Reaſon, believe that the Sufferings of the Pt 
"7: . ters are not of themſelves, full ſufficient ro prompMWer 
— 1 them to ſend over a Gentleman to ſolicit te 
if if | Parliament in their Behalf? Can any one be (A - 
. þ weak, as to imagine the Planters requir'd WE" 
"Rt Fe j niſterial Spurs and Artifices, to excite them 
'#. what muſt ſo manifeſtly and glaringly tend oi: 
1 their general Intereſt ? ws | 
i bs Mer. I confeſs, Sir Jobn, you have hitherto" 
* | 0 given me the higheſt Satisfaction in this Diſput: ne 
1 5 | becauſe you have built all your Reaſoning up u 
1, 388 the general Benefit of Trade, and Traders ; ie 
| |- ll: Foundation, upon which, I never ſuſpected tip": 
. Scheme was rationally defenſible. However 
1 5. Sir, there is ſtill one grand Objection behind MP"! 
5 which, if you can fairly and clearly get owe n. 
E muſt ingenuouſly acknowledge, in Honour N 
that Great Perſon's Character, which a few Hou e 

ago I was highly prepoſſeſs'd againſt, that ni 
Miniſter of State in the World was ever 
wickedly injur'd, nor any People fo generain-'* 
duped, and egregiouily impos'd upon as we hay”? 
been. My Gbjection, Sir, is this, viz. That e 
the Frauds and Abuſes at the Cuſtoms, are nil”! 
conſiderable enough to produce a Surplus ſuff 2 
41 


cient to eaſe the Land; then, ſtill all your A. 
 gum<n 
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ments drawn from that Suppoſition are of no 
eight in this Controverſy. And that they are 
Wo: ſo, appears to me very plain. For by the 
eport of the Committee (which, doubtleſs 
Wontains moſt Frauds poſſible to come to 
e Knowledge of) there are but few de- 
td; far from being ſufficient ro eaſe - the 
and, as propos d. And many of thoſe Frauds, 
Which have come to Light, are atteſted by no 
Netter Witneſſes than ſuch as have been taken 


0] . 

it of Priſon for that Purpoſe, whoſe Evi- 

a ence does not give any great Sanction to the 
Report. 


Landb. By the Account you are pleas'd to 
ive of the Report of the Committee, ] ſuppoſe 
ou form your Judgment from the Craft/man's 
epreſentation of it, not from the Report itſelf. 
have read the Report, Sir, and with all poſſible 
ttention 3 and ſo far am I from thinking that 
ie Gentlemen of the Committee have diſcover'd 
ot few Frauds, that I am not a little ſurpriz*d 
ey were able to diſcover ſo many. And if I 
ay be allow'd to judge of the Quantity con- 
Wcc:'d, by that which has been diſcover'd, you 
will eaſily believe, that the Surpluſſes upon Wine, 
nd Tobacco, would not have diſappointed the 
liniſtry, but have actually produc'd a Suffi- 
Wciency. to have eas'd the Land. 

According to the exacteſt Computation the 
Planters themſelves in Maryland and Virginia 
we been able to make, there is annually im- 
$Id into Great Britain, between ſixty and 
Wicventy thouſand Hogſheads of Tobacco: Þll 
ſuppoſe ſixty fix thouſand Hogſheads ; two 
Thirds of which, according to the neareſt Cal- 
culation of the beſt Writers upon Trade; are 
re- 
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re-exported to France, Germany, Holland, &. 
So there would remain for Home-Conſumptin 
twenty two thouſand Hogſheads ; the Duin 
whereof, reckon'd at fiſteen Pound per Hog 
head (at which in moſt Caſes they may be? 
computed) will amount to 330,000/. Nou, 
at prefent, there is not much above one Half «f 
that Sum, which comes annually into the Ex. 
cbeguer; ſo that there is manifeſtly loft to 
the publick Revenue, about 165,000/7. by the 
Frauds at Importation, Exportation, and by 
Bonding. 
This is upon Suppoſition no Part of the 
44,000 Hogſheads, which are exported, was 
run or re- landed from Dunkirk, and the Iſls; 
of Guernſey, Ferſey, and Man, into England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, as evidently appears to be 
done by the Report. Bur if to this, we add only 
one eighth Part of what is exported to be re- 
landed or run (as that, at leaft, from the Face of 
the Report may be very well juſtified) then there 
is an additional Loſs to the Revenue of 75,0001. 
which together make 240,000/. And as we 
ſhould ſave the whole Expence of Collecting the 
Land-Tax ; which reckon'd only at Six- Pence 
in the Pound, tho' there is Three-Pence more 
allow'd upon extraordinary Occaſions, there: 
would be added 12,5007. more at leaſt ; ſo that 
the Total Encreaſe that may be ſuppos'd to be 
brought into the Exchequer, would be 252,500. 
This, tho? according to the loweſt Calculation, 
is more by 50,000 l. than was purpos'd to be 
rais'd by the Tobacco. 55 | 
Tho the Expence of 150 Officers would 
come to between fix and ſeven thouſand Pounds, 
yet as there would be a proportionate Diſcharge 
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dhe Cuſtoms, this Expence would be balanc'd 
nn equivalent Saving. 

as to the Frauds in the Wine-Trade, they 
every extenſive indeed. For the Commiſſioners 
che Cuſtoms received Information upon Oath- 
the Year 1725, that there had been run only 
= the three Counties of Hampſhire, Dorſerſpire, 
ad Devonſbire, from Chriſtmas 1723, to Chriſt- 
WW 1725, no leſs than 4738 Hogſheads, and 
Woftly French Wine. And altho* ſuch prodigi- 
Wious Frauds have been diſcover'd, yet it is 
WWbcrvable, that of the Quantity ſeized, and of 
e Running of which the Commiſſioners have 
een informed, no more was condemm d ſince 
WE briimes 1723, than 2208 Hogſheads, which 
ens to Demonſtration, how ineffectual the 
eeſent Method of collecting the Duties upon 
oi commodity is, and what a Neceſſity there is 
raltering it. And now, Sir, can you, or any 
WE:nti:man whatſoever, be of Opinion that the 
gcheme would not have anſwer'd the End pro- 
oed, when there is the greateſt moral Cer- 
Winty (che only Kind of Evidence the Subject 
capable of) that it would? | 
= Tho' you have repreſented the Frauds, as 
iſcover'd by the Committee, ſo trifling, yet, by a 
Wight Calculation I made of them Yother Day, 
r my own private Satisfaction, they amount 
above one Million and an Half Pounds- 
eight of Tobacco; the Duties of which come 
o between 80 and go thouſand Pounds; and 
erefore the Duties upon what remains undiſ- 
dver'd, will not prove to be ſo inconſiderable 
Sum as has heen inſinuated. * 
Amongſt the meaneſt, and moſt ignorant 
laſs of Pilferers and fraudulent Dealers; ſuch 
| who 
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Tho have not the minuteſt Foreſight into 
Courſe of human Tranſactions, or any Ar 
henſions of the Sagacity and Penetration of of 
who overlook them, there are not diſcover; 
tenth Part of the Frauds: they carry on; wi 
perhaps I ſhould come nearer Truth, if 109 
not one in an hundted; and have to fl 
port me in this Aſſertion, the concurrent 0M 
nion of all who are well acquainted with il 
World, and are ingenuous enough to ded: 
their real Sentiments. And if we compare if 
Diſability | and Incapacity of theſe narrollf 
ſighted Creatures, with the Cunning and 
perience of thoſe Gentlemen, who have been foul 
to be the prime Agents, and principal Coll 
ductors of thoſe, Frauds which have been d 
cover'd by. the Committee; no Man can doi 
but where one of thoſe Men have been deten 
in their fraudulent Practices, there are at lei 
ten of the petty Claſs, If then, ſo mui! 
Frauds may very "reaſonably be preſum'd i 
be committed by - Perſons in low Life, it 
a very natural Concluſion, that there are 1 
hundred committed to one diſcover'd amonii 
theſe Gentlemen, who are concern'd ' in 
Frauds at the Cuſtombouſe; and conſequen 
we have the ſtrongeſt moral Demonſtratia 
that there are an hundred Times more Frau 
have been carried on, than the Committee ha 
been able to diſcover: So that if we wel 
to reduce the Pounds of Tobacco into Pount 
Sterling, and even reckon from the Fraud giv 
in Evidence by Thomas Parr Eſq; of Dich! 
in the Year 1705, we ſhould find the ami 
Loſs to be pretty conſiſtent with my prect 
ing Calculation. 1 
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Not chis Concluſion of the Extenſiveneſi of 
aud, will ſtill appear more juſt, if we 
ſider the great Diſadvantages the Committee 
ur'd under in detecting them. The Mem- 
of chat Committee could not be ſup- 
ad do be acquainted with the Nature of 
Wc Frauds, and therefore the chief Part of 
Ir Time was employ'd in examining into the 
ious Species of Frauds, and not into the Quan- 
of them. Moreover, | 
very Fraud diſcover'd at the Cuſtombouſe, 
Wught an odious Imputation upon the Con- 
n, Honour, and Vigilance of all concerned 
ce Collection of the Cuſtoms 3; which moſt 
aainly muſt be a Motive to all the Cuſtom- 
7 People, rather to obſtruct all Kinds of 
dence, and to ſuppreſs the Diſcovery of every 
, than to be heartily and in good earneſt 
oiſtive into them; leſt the Suſpicion of their 
ing been wanting in their Duty, ſhould give 
ir Superiours too ill an Opinion of their Con- 
A, to continue them in their Places. | 
f then the Committee could not, from the Na- 
Wc of the Thing, be expected to receive that 
mation from the Officers of the Cuſtoms (the 
ef Perſons on whom they could depend for 
uo Information,) from whom could they hope 
Wy <-ccve any Aſſiſtance in their Enquiry ? The 
ay of Merchants, fair and unfair, all united 
; their Oppoſition. to the Bill's Paſſing ; and as 
ME £22015 for Paſſing of it, were grounded 
n the Extenſiveneſs of the Frauds commit- 
de muſt naturally be led to think, they 
eee all poſſible Means in their Power to ſtifle 
ſuppreſs every Fraud. 


by £ And 


( 74 ) | 

And here, in Confirmation of the Greatnes MM 
the Frauds, I might take notice of the large GM 
tuities Traders have made Officers, who . 
their Confederates, out of their unjuſt Gains fi 
the Revenue; which they would not be able ſu 
ly to do, were not their Gains by ſuch Fra 
very conſiderable. This notorious Confeden 
between Traders and Officers, muſt render it i 
tremely difficult for the Committee to make ui 
thorough Examination. But the Diſadvantzaf 
the Committee laboured under, we ſhall il 
find to be much greater, if we reflect upon t 
Shortneſs of the Time they had to make the E 
quiry in. For theſe Reaſons, and under fu 
Circumſtances, it was impoſſible for them if 
make many new Diſcoveries of Fraud. 

And ſince it was ſo difficult in a Cafe of f 
Nature, to bring clear Evidence of many [| 
ſtances of theſe Abuſes, becauſe People, vt 
combine together to carry on fraudulent Prat 
ces, are under very ſtrong Ties of Intereſt not 
diſcover one another; what could the Commim 
do in ſuch Circumſtances? | : 

Though two Perſons in Goals were admit 
as Witneſſes, yet their Evidence is ſo well ol 
roborated by others, that no one can poſlib 
doubt the Veracity of it; and therefore to wii 
End ſoch an Objection is made, I am at a Lo 
to diſcover. "64 8 

When the Duties upon Coffee and Tea were cu 
verted into Exciſes, it was never imagined the Fra 
committed in thoſe Branches were ſo extenſi 
as afterwards they appear*d to be, from the gr 
Annual Surplus they have ever ſince product 
But when the Frauds in the Articles of Vine dl 
Tobacco appear to be ſo very conſiderable, uns 
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e greateſt Diſadvantages of Examination, is 
ere not the ſtrongeſt Preſumption ; founded up- 

n what has prov'd experimentally true, that the 
urpluſſes, ariſing from theſe Commodities, would 


Le raiſed the Sum propoſed ? 
ui Few Men, I believe, entertain ſo diſhonour- 


a le and undue an Opinion of the Abilities of the 
rim Miniſter of Great- Britain, as to think, had 
ee not all deſireable Aſſurances ; nay the ſtrong- 
t Conviction, even ſuch as was very near 
in to Certainty and Demonſtration itſelf, the 
heme would have anſwer'd his End, he would 
er have propoſed it; eſpecially at a Time when 
vas aflured it would meet with the moſt vi- 
lent Oppoſition. Were the Oppoſers of it more 
rain, as they pretend to be, that it would have 
i'd in its End, than its Propoſers were that 
vould have fully anſwer'd it, they would never 
vec uſed ſuch low Arts of Miſrepreſentation, to 
Wrcjudice the People againſt it. The Miſcar- 
ee of it now will redound to the eternal Ho- 
ur of a certain Gentleman; but had it been in- 
cu] and miſcarried, when it. had been put 
_ WD Execution, how his Enemies would have 
nh umph'd! But its Oppoſers, Sir, were too 
OF "ible it would have anſwer'd the Deſign pro- 
ib | led, and therefore it would have put an End to 
iu eir Projects for the Deſtruction of the trueſt 
end to Great-Britain, whoſe Abilities and In- 
grity, hitherto, have only been more conſpicu- 
ully exalted by their violent Oppoſition to all 
Meaſures. LE 
Amongſt the variovs little Tricks uſed by the 
nemies of the Adminiſtration to decry this 
eme, there is one which calls for the higheſt 
ndignation of every Engliſpman; and that is, 
* their 
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Here are both the great Intereſts of the Natig 


of human Wiſdom and Policy to do more f 


— — — — — — 
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have any Influence over Elefors? This, at leall 


Z% 
* _— 
„ — 
— —_ » x - * 


3: I 
their Attempt to ſet the Landed and Trading l 
tereſt at Variance. But this Scheme, Sir, I hay 
demonſtrated to you to be for the mutual Inter 
of both; what tends to the Benefit of Trade 
does to the Eaſe of the Land; and what to the 
Eaſe of the Land, does to the Benefit of Trad 


reconciled ; than which, it is out of the Powe 


the general Advantage of the Nation. 

And now after all, Sir, can you, or any 62 
tleman living, who will not ſuffer his Underſtand 
ing to be drowned in popular Clamor, be of ( 
pinion that this Project was calculated to be 
any Detriment to Trade or Liberty? The Ek 
of the Britiſh Freebolders, and the difſtreſſd 
Planters, by keeping all Traders upon an Equ 
lity at Home, were the ſtrong Incentives to cam 
the Deſign ſo far as it was carried; Incentive 
powerful enough to inſpire every true Patriot u 
lay down his Life to accompliſh it. And a 
any Man. any judicious and conſcientious Man, 
lay his Hand upon his Heart, and ay that 
theſe are not the moſt invaluable and inetiabl 
Bleſſings that can be enjoy*'d by a Trading King 
dom? Sure no Man can ſo much violate his 
Reaſon and Conſcience, as to ſay that an Epncreal 
of one hundred and fifty Exciſe Officers, about 
three to a Cnunty, can be of ſo much dange 
to the State, as to overbalance all the nation 
Advantages I have proved would accompin 
the Deſign? Have I not ſhewn, I was a gon 


to ſay the Impoſſibility of Officers being able to 


J have made appear, that if they attempt an 
ſuch Thing, they run the riſque of Ruin and De 
CT — ſtruction 
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uction; and is it poſſible for human Laws to "A | 
more? The Point of Furies J have ſet in a - 
ar, and a faithful Light, and ſhew'd that his 3 


erch : 
ade) could not any ways be intereſted in the \ 
tue etermination of Conteſts between the Publick \ 
add Delinquents z and that the Commiſſioners is 
a hald no ways recommend themſelves to a 


wealrince, or a Prime-Miniſter, by haraſſing 
xe Trader. The Fallacy of one Exciſe tending 
a general one, T have expoſed in its true Co- 
urs, and ſnew'd how abſurd it is to argue from 
andW2rciculars to Generals. | 
I have laid open the bare-fac*d Sophiſtry of 
x Mie anticonſtitution Argument, and the pretend- 
| Danger of the Ceſſation of Parliaments drawn 


efleFom the Duration of the Zxciſe. But Things 
quit are temporary theſe Men makeperpetual ; what 
am 


n they make general; what is to pre- 
tie ent Roguery they conſtrue to encourage it; what 
Uto 22/e the Subject and promote Trade, they 

y is to enſlave them, and deſtroy it: And thus 
| England daily peſter*d with what tends to miſ- 
wide the Bulk of the People, to create Di- 
ons and Diſaffection at Home, and bring up- 
n us Ridicule and Contempt from abroad, by 
tening to jeſuitical Fallacies of wicked and ill- 
eligning Men. 
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